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Royal Presidio of San Antonio de Bejar, March 15, 17L1, presented

this petlulon;uﬁarkﬁ?w$¢5544

Fr. Benito Fernandez de Santa Ana, apostolic preacher and president
of the missions for the infidels of San Antonio River in the FProvince

|7 cthlppecy :
of Tejas, presents himself before youryajestyg as is fitting, and,Z/
saf? I have seen the reply of the two attorneys for the Canary islanders
and the dispatch they presented. I am firmly convinced that those
attorneys intend to keep the truth of what is happening unknown and thus
deceive the higher tribunal of his Ixcellency. It is certain that all
the writings from which they constructed their petition are in their
hands. There were three dispatches and three certificates. From the
three dispatches they claimed two things: the first one was that the
captains should buy corp%éséwfhem at the current price of three pesos,

4 7

o AT A //f:’ ptet g™

o™ : N ; ,
and only | fer them,andjiﬂr Nno one elseIQhose captains should retagn the

corn and other grain: the second one is that in the pueblos of the Indians
/){M;_: 5L }g\whg d L
thereApe no corn fields; and if there are, they aré only for the Falhers.
With the first certificate of the Governor they intended to
draw upon the royal treasury under the pious pretext of devotion and

attendance at divine services. With the other two they wanted the lands

of the two Missions of San Antonio and Concepcion to become thelr own,
| T .

saying that little land had been sorted out for them)and it was sterile,
even worse in this section, whereas the Indians of the missions had
; s e & A o Al co
plenty of water and very fertile land. This is in substance the mérrow
. ' \ 4 . .
of the three certificates. As to the three despatches, there is nothing
in them that says that the captains must pay for corn at the price of

three pesos)and also that they offer no hindrance so that the pueblos



of the Indians are unable to sed¢l their corn, and much less order
o A
the captains not to buy corn and grain £ ftqcse same Indians. So

now it remains only to know the contents of the petition they have made,
_f,,._,-\,..;rl { {\ ”u ‘m s i !’*\.’ & i

which they refuse to-€e. In case you do not have it, I am giving it
here to meet this lack, for it is very important that it be seen with
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its wrrors thab totally obscure the face of truth, As to the rest, which
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I justly and with reason ask for, they may present it. I now say again
that it is in their hands, because their petition asks for it, the Senor
fiscal is ordered to give it, the Senor Auditor agrees with this opinion

and the most Excellent Lord Viceroy commands it. The attorneys do not

speak the truth in denying these writings, for they come to rest not in
the higher tribunal but in their hands. In their reply they are excused
- - 4 K3 . ¥ /L
of a crime which I do not impute to them but by that very same they are
¥
oty . . . :
suspected fgor not presenting the dispatch whcih they had for a long time

in order to consult with their attorney if it should be legalized by the

present viceroy before it is presented in the tribunal of this Province.

b el e
'Yggggzon01r reasons I do-nal allow—te admit a sagacity which is not a
o Pt
little deceitful aaa trying. to deceive the present viceroy with the
A

decrees given by the* v1cmr0“s cf-the-past, which have the same force

as the writings they put out. These are supposedf%r do contain little

or no truth ( as I have stated already) and much more remains to be said.
The reply of these attorneys ends with what you are doing {g

regardsyﬁ”the orders of hisixcellency given in the dispatch which they

present. And so yourdoing what the dispatch says results exactly in

taking no notice of what it contains, for nothing is certain in what

the attorneys say in their petition. In such a case your ixcellency

advises that nothing j# done. In.such a-eese when instruction is



lawyers
wanting, all jwdees are certainly in agreement. It is clearly stated

in the second +title of rescripts that the decrees of princes carry
il 2
these invitas phrases, although they do not express them: if it is so ,

o

& prayers nullify the truth, savéﬁkhe right of .amether or without ovrej-

" . R vy : ib
uduce to the right of another. It is clear to you, as in fact it is clear,

that the profits of the Fathers are nil, and the reason they ha l'fggwfégfi’

) V 3 1 - . 3 e .
~fuezny. the Indians is not for tn8140wn interest but\what I shall say in

number ten and in other numbers. And so it is that you should not »ut
into execution what hisixcellency the Lord Viceroy orders and resedves-

the right in agreement with all lawyers.

A gaithful copy, though unsigned)of the petition which the

ol
attorneys g} the families of the Canary Islands presented to the higher
/\/MW

tribunal of his Excellency with the errors I not% apd axe found at the

end of this copy.

PETITION

77uv:eag

Don Vicente Alvarez,/ the ercssetse—T

the magistrate for the cabildo, justice and administration of the

R

igh constable, Don Juan Leal,

5t

Villa of San Fernando in the Provinces of Tejas, so that right pre-

and

€]

vails, I come before your Excellency and say that the citizen:
first settlers of this Villa)( error 1) evov@ince they left the

Canary Islands to come to this Kingdom ( error 2) Dby the decree of
His Majesty have experienced notable discomforts and hardships ex-
pecially in this new settlement they have formed. Various and mod-
eradte assistance has been given by his Ixcellency and also by the

' .
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Marquds de Cassa_fuerte, as is seen in the three dispatches I present



with all due solemnity; the one was ordercd to be issued by his hx-
cellency and the other two by the Marques de Cassafuerte. But with

all this,these most devout measures have not been sufficient to allevi-
ate the miseries and hardships, for the kind influence of his lixcellency

is some 500 leagues away ( error 3). And so they have felt notable

hardships in matters spiritual ( error L) and temporal. In order that
™ WW ] . ~ L4 o

your Excellency coudd lend assistance, I ask for a better solution for

each problem. - The first hardship #which these miserable people suffer

is the lack of a church in which Mass can be said and divine services held.
They must, therefore, attend services in a room of the presidio ( error 5)
and during the rainy season this cannot be done because of the heavy rains.
Mass is then said in the room of the guard, which is an open porch. Both
places are unbecoming for the celebration of the august Mystery. Some
citizens who want a decent church, have agreed to contribute btowards
o W")\r~M

building a church wh¢ich themr meagre means would allow. This is clear
from the testimony given by the Governor of this Province, which I duly
present. DBut they habe been unable to contribute what they promised be-
cause of their great needs ( as will be shown later) . Would your Ex-
cellency be so kind as to give orders to proceed with the building of a
church and assign from the royal treasury the amount your ixcellency
would be pleased to grant, and appoint a person to look affer the expenses.
The citizens ( error &) are ready to help by their personal labor. -
Likewise, may I mention to your fxcellency that some miserable settlers
have no way whatsoever to maintain themselves, because this Province

'
has no trade nor anything where they can work unless it be farming their
land which they cultivate by their own hands. Iven by this one occupation
that they'have){ error 7) they cannot find life's sustenance because

sell o
there is no place to seet the corn they harvest ( error 8). If they want
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th#ese cattle do not enter the territory of these fields; also because
their £aL£l¢ animals and horses are harmed, would your Excellency com-
1o
mand Captain Don Joseph Urrutia see to it with all care that the citizens
v 4
sugfer no harm in themselves, nor to the fields, nor amewg the cattle a nd
animals. For all that has been here requested, may a penaliy be imposed
to ensure obgervance,and the needed dispatch be issued and sent to Captain
Urrutia with a penalty attached to enforce it, and the writings which I
have presented ( error 16 ) be returned to me, as they are needed by my
parties. Therefore,l ask your FHxcellency that after the presentatiocn of
% i i B i 5 3
these writings or provisions, you woulokglve orders as 1 have requested

and give your decision to the general auditor. -

The mirrorof truth which shows the errors I checked in

the preceding petition.

I confess that some of the errors I noted ( they are so because they
fail to say the truth) #ZF¢€ is not to make a case ofdefense for the

Religious, the Indians and the missions but rather because it seems to
your

me entirely fitting to bring them to YXUg attention and to his Ix-

)

cellency's attention so that the allegations are scen to be made to
cain their desired ends which are prejudicial to the honor of the
missionaries and the liberty of the natives. Also, may your kxcellency
thus get to know the needs these attorneys mention and decide accordingly
what best suits you and is more agreeable to the royal treasurer, who
is being petitioned.

The attorneys for the families have not been content to say

shat the petition expresses but through the certificates have proposed

et
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Error L
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Hrror 5§

Error 6

)
{

al

Ixcellent Lord the Viceroy.

The hardships which the families suffer in matters spiritual
and which the benign influence of the Most lxcellent Viceroys cannot
forestall consists in this, that they have no large church; it is
certain, however, that they attend Mass in an adobe church that they

found already built. It served and does se the soldiers, the citizens

s
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divine services ( as all

P
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and other families as a place to assist a

Ay

rest do in this country). In matters temporal the flat roofs leak. HNot

having other spiritual hardships, which cannot be charac terized as not-

g

e

able, they cannot truthfully say that notable hardships are endured

o

in spiritual matters.

The room which serves as a church from the very beginning
) ) 0¥dﬁzw%quﬁ"”ﬂ
was constructed for a church and never ﬁao por s now-awgwoﬁ¢lﬁ The

bt s vt i}
times when Mass was said in a glard-room has not exceeded two times

in the long stretch of ten years. It seems, then, that the attorneys

for the families do not speak the truth in saying that Mass 1is said

. o . o scluwqueir
in a guard-room =nd that it is unbecoming and a cwewxll v that today

serves as a church.

L
'vv.fv\)&,«,;y
the citizens of the Villa of San Fernando worked together
5 5
el
%o build a new church, whose walls are now almos?® finished, ' they had

’g,\ ™ 'w~ ¥ -
nore than two years und the wood hewn, without doubt the building now

would be complete without asiid{ going through all the expense which
they ask for from the royal treasury. It is not true to say that

they were ready to work together and give personal labor to build
their church, for as I said, there is not much more to do to finish

it, and the soldiers and citizens are not refusing co~operation in .

doing what they can in that construction, if obly the families divic e¢

AL
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up the work and not engage in quibbling and walk-outs that end up
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in untruths.

Error 7 The attorneys say that the only work the families have
A=
by which—#hey maintain their livelihood is farming. If this is
o
true, it-follows that the Islanders are lazy, for their fields are

full of undergrowth. Vhen the King ourlord gave them the land, it
was very clean and cleared. SinceFt is not just to accuse them of

the crime of laziness, for then the purpose of His Majesty in bringing
b0 b e L T !
them to this Province from the islands is frustrated with increasing
» e

A A
expenses for the royal treasury) 7t must be added that the families

/do not have only one kind of work, that of farming, for many of them
[ e ccd Id
[ ramble about. truth, the families of the Canary Islands were-not

[ et ageaed /e

i able~temge—sinee~4¥}éj%nd those who are only farmers are least in num-

Y |
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ber, It is a fact that one of the attorneys is a farmer and he is the
Lv \ ) ¥ )
@
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igh constable; ne1tneﬂrs~&%” Senor Franciswo Arrocha, Senor Antonio
Rodriguez, Dionis, and others. Senor Santos works more at bricklaying
Ao at Jorrevg, B <ﬂ§a{24/
e Thethree levetisws are more merchants than farmers.
. . ‘ _ setdeew
One of the islanders is a carpenter and four are in-the-midisery, The

breeding of cattle, raising vegetables and fruit and making cheese do
not bring exceptional profit in these regions. And so the attorneys

do not speak well iy saying that the only work of the families is
farming their lands.

They say also that in this Province one cannot engage in
trade and so it is necessary to be employed in the only work of farm-
ing. They ought to cite the case of the deceased Don lMiguel NuMez
and of Joseph Antonio Rodriguez, who are citizens, as also Senor
high constaeble,an islander,who maintain themselves quite comfortably

by trading, and there are others also who maintain a livelihood by

trade alone. Anfl so it is not certain that in the Province there is



Frror O

Error 9

Error 10

1.

no trade nor that one cannot be sustained by this work and all are

forced to the hard work of farming.

%

Corn harvested by theislanders is much less than what they

could harvest and by not having more)they often lack corn to supply the
soldiers and other citizens who have no kand nor has land been given them.
llever has it been the case ofhaving no demand for corn, for they could al-
ways sell to the captain of the presidio of San Antonio without going to
the pueblos of the Indians. It is not cerhi&n or tmue, then, that the
farmer islanders have no market to sell their corn nor {€/4{% +that it is
necessary for them to bring it to other Provinces F8¢/tHe as a last resort.

5

There is no decree from his Most ixcellent Senor the Marques ce

e

Casafuerte that the captains of this Province are to buy from the isla

G’)

and from none others at the price of three pesos. It is an error that
destroys rectitude and Frustrates the regulations of hiskixcellency the Lord

Marques de Casafuerte. The attorneys for the islanders do not speal the
o .
truth, when they,! havesuch a decree in their favor. Only the cap tains can

impose the obligation on the soldiers ( according to regulations to bu
g o & &)

corn at three pesos. They would not be able to compensate for the cost
and default in arranging to give rations to the entire company and their
families. And so Hizﬁxcellency never gave such a decree apd did not thus
obligate the captains.

Tn this country there are no otheﬂfrops than those planted by
some of the other families and by the missions! Indians, who consume the
corn and sell what is left over to procure clothing for the Indians and
other items needed in civilized life in which they continue to alleviate
the needs. Onﬁmust note here that the condition is not attained whereby

at their crops produce is suffi cient to meet the expenses which the

missionaries make for the Indians. It is neces ; +o have recourse for
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their maintenance to the alms given by the King our Lord to the
missionaries for their upkeep and to other alms from devout faithful.
The Fathers share in the hardships endured in order to maintain the
Indians and direct and exhort and even help the Indians personally in
building, planting, drawing water and other activities. The attorneys
speak very badly when they say that the apostolic Fathers in these
parts of the land profit by the sweat of the Indians. The
rather that the charity and zeal of holy Faith make the Fathers become
carpenters, bricklayers, teamsters and even slaves of the Indians with
no temporal reward. It must be made known how contrary}yeal conditions

are to what is insinuated by the words the attorneys of the families in-

serted in their petition: The missionaries give them the corn at two

pesos since they have ho expense in harvesting it for they force those

same Indians of the missions to cultivate and work the soil.

Waat the attorneys tried to do by those words they inserted
;»‘;,,Afé—,i: o f%” \'v' i
in their petition and in what follows: The citizens cannot succeed in
getting the Indians to work on their farms, not even by paying them/

is to deceive the higher ‘tribunal in this that the crops are not sown

by the Indians nor for bthe Indians but for the missionaries and their
own interests, and also that because ofthe interest served by these
crops the missionaries do not permit the Indians to go out and work
for flaily wages and for the islanders on their farms. It is certain
that there is no such interest for the missionaries nor for this end
do they not allow the Indians to work for others. And so by placing
the mirror oftruth in the hands o?%eason, one clearly sees this to
be a most unfortunate error, which those lawywers make out for the

"t

missionaries and which shows 11t

they have in dealing

(‘:‘

tle respect
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with the higher tribunal of this vast kingdom by presenting false-
hoods in their face and presence. The reason why the missionaries
do not allow the Inddans to work for outsiders is, as I have said

already and noted previously, that on this River of San Antonio in

1716 the King our Lord founded through the service of apostolic Fath-

o
v

ers as missionaries)Mlssion of San Antonio on the same site where he
gave possession of land to the islanders. His fxcellence the Lord Vice-
roy who then governed this New Spain established in that same yea of
1716y0r in the following year;the presidio of San Antonio de Bejar

next to the mission +o guard and defend it from Hostile Indians in

the vicinity. In the followinv@Jfars? about a league and a half south
of the mission and presidio, the missionaries also founded Mission of
Senor San Joseph. About this time and during those same years for the
greater comfort of the soldiers, the citizens and of the Indians; the
missionaries and the captain decided to transfer Missi on San Antonio
to the opposite side of the river and to the easﬁ)and the presidio
remained where it was on the west side. In this wayathe presidio and
citizens could use the water from the arroyo of San Pedro, which is
full ofwater, and the Indians dug another irrigation ditch from San
Antonio River. Thusjwithout the Indians being embarrasced by the Span-

iards, two pueblos were forme d, one for the ans, and one for the

Spaniards. In March of 1731 on the same cast

£

Antonio and about a league south of Mission San Antonio, the

( D
.
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de lNuestra Senora dela Concepclon de Acuria was situated. In that same
direction and two leagues away the Mission ofdan Juan Capistrano was

founded. To the west of this mission and on the otherside of the



river Mission de Nuestro Padre San Francisco de la Egspada was
established. It has a road to the north to Mission of San Joseph

which is about a league and a half distant,and from this mission

in the same direction and distance is the Presidio of San Antonio.
On the River of San Antonio, then, six pueblos have been founded,
three on the east side and three on the west side of the river. On
the east side are Mission of San Antonio, Mission de Nuestra Senora

de la Concepcion, and Mission San Juan Capistrano. On the west side

are the Presidio ahd Villa, which today is called Villa of San Fernando,
Missl on of San Joseph and Mission ofNuestro Padre Senor Framwisco dela
Espada. In the same year of1731 ( after these five missions were founded)
the families from the Canary Islands came == and were joined to the
Presidio of San Antonio and 1ts citizens,and were given possession of
land and water, together with the citizens and soldiers)and later the
title of Villa de San Fernando. The second point I ought to note is

that the King our Lord and his Most Ixcellent Lord the Viceroy in regard

11 L.

(¢ our holy Faith, which is the first goal, wanted

to the spread of thg

in the second place that each mission be a pueblo of Indians, so much

fixcellency the Lord Viceroy

the more pleasing to His Majesty and to

Wy g e o .
— ~¢§sﬂwhen they become more populated, clean and-wetl established pueblos;lﬁna%?

W A
for those ends which a
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lways are of importance to the royal Crown. I note

in the third place that thereﬁs a notable difference between these new

pueblos of Indians and the Villa of San Fernando ( the
to be the founders); these men are @nristians, brought up on the Canary
Islands =nd educated, trained in work and knowing how to sustain themselves

and be clothem, all this achieved by the sweat of their brow. Secondly,
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the land they possess, the water they use and the sites on which

PRSI WS
they built their houses, ngy;wLpund“;ke~ﬁﬂnt cleared and open and
M%}mu} i 9 p,ﬁ-’v"“’ \ ?6 L E""‘/
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[Mworked, and lastly ( as already snated))chey found homes fLor-shelier

=

and a presidio to defend them, and littge or nothing of all thi

(6]

the domndations of the Indians find or do have. First, because

(@

did
the founding Indians are savage Indians, brought up as wild beasts 1in
the hills with mo work except hunting whereby they keep alive and
clothed. Secondly, to convert these savages to the Faith, it was nec-
esgary that these Indians)with the help of the missionaries,clear the
land and open the fields for planting to get food and to cdo the hard
work of digging an irrigation ditch from the San intonio River. Thés,
+oiet
one sees why the missionaries can refuse,the Indians fee workig for
outsiders. Th#islanders say that at the expense of the royal treasury
a church should be built for them in which they can attend & divine
services. Without such expense)the missionaries want each pueblo and
every new foundation of the Indians to have a chuech also, withowt—such
egpernse, where the Tndiang @hristians attend divine services and the
gentiles are instructed in ¢hristian doctrine. Also,’ the Indians should
have a house to live in, a granary to store their grain, a house for

the missionaries, and all the rest that is needed for men to live in

. . e R ; AT L 3
pueblos, in the holy Faith and a civilized life. imonhlng of this can (
X Q/}v& A s d L e

havre 2]
be had by diverting the Indians frem that which the islanders claim. /

The missionaries do not allow the Indians to work for outsiders not
because of personal interest but for the spiritual and temporal welfare

of the Tndians and to attain the goal set by lis Majesty eand the Ix-

cellent Lord the Viceroy. And that goal is that the savage Indians,
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after their conversion to the holy Faith Jorm a new settlement
4 ! . &u(/ ,Qthé .
for the Crown and there the new children and v s live 1in the
greatest convenience they can attain, ( This is what our royal mon-
arch desires) and thus win over the gentiles so that they join the
L "
missions , seeing the good treatment and comfort which those already
converted enjoy. Book L, Title 3, Law 1.
The missionaries foresee many inconveniences which the families
do not know, either because they do not want to, or because it is important

for them. These Indians ofthe missions (as said before) are born in

the forest without ever facing work which civilized life bringgwith it,
asthey work in their own pueblos with great moderationjand all this means

for themselves great hardship,and some Indians leave the mission for no othet

reason., If then,these Indians would be obligated to a day's work to keep

‘"5

alive and clothe themselvés, it seems certain that they would draw back

and revert to the full freedom of the field and live only to hunt and in
complete liberty. Forthis reason His Majesty directs by his laws, Book
6, Title 1, end Law 20 that the Indians are not obliged to work until
they have spent some years in the mission.

Every day the missionaries see to it that the Indiens of all

. . s

ages and conditions O‘]IiO recite the @hristian doctrine )Tnd by this

&G ‘e
Sﬁgzéwinfluence gain good knowledge, and at the same time the mission-

aries go on explaining the sacred mysteries. Thi%oould not be done if A
s ! i
the Indians were day laborers and be-maintained as theypre in the mission /

{
and pot be hindered from attending catechism instruction, The mission=- f)
ary thinks it best that the Indians forméag. thei r@ueb!o with some
. | g”el }.4 WP e 1 m :
leisure and attend catechism and not forced them to work daily. Besides;
the planting done in the missions and all the work is performed by

- £
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the community. The Indian who is a €hristian and is strong ebhough to

4
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maintain the old, the infirm and the gentito coming-in- from the

'

hilds emd unfamiliar with work,-eﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬁﬁfiﬁiﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁhgraéi? capable

0 becomémdéy laborer#. Given the case that these become day laborers,
they and their wives and children #¥¢ maintain themselves with difficulty.
Théothers in the mission would necessarmly die because those who can work
daily are working for the islanders and no planting would be done in the
mission. Not only would the Indians suffer ghardship, as waid, but also
the rest pf the Province would be forced to have recourse to the granaries
of the islanders and buy food at rising prices, which is the purpose of
the~$;%€f§éirbrmsented to the higher tribunal of IHis ixcell by 1

¥ dat prese: & higl X His lixcellency by the
attorneys for the flamilies. That this would be so is Very‘evidént. In
each mission there is only one corn field and only one granary for all

the Indiansg and beyond this there would be no planting done, neither by
the missionaries no¥ by any one else. They would ascribe this, then,to
the missionaries and their own interests, and in this way no missl on would
plan@;and products could be sold at the price desired. I spcke to Senor
Juan Leal, one of the lawyers, and made +the same remark to him. He re-

plied that it was not his intention to hinder the planting by the missions

%

over at N

et

but only that they should be unable to sell corn that is lef

the regular cost of the Indians, though this alone is what they intend
Pl tr A 6 m\

in their difficult claim Qba% I hold gau$e~;g;s dnjustiee , aps&mglanaéy

in the two Spains, for it is completely opposed to nabural reason. These

Indians are settlers and natives; the islanders are settlers but for-

eigners. The two pueblos of natives were founded long before the families

left the Canary Islands; the other three werefounded at the same time

and somewhat Dbefore +the families entered this Province. The King

f
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Errorl1

whereby the islanders can clothe themselves. It seems

to the natives. And so the claim pade the lawyers the

1fa

our Lord wants and commands that the natives live a civilized Ilife

and go clothed and walk in ourholy Faith. There is no lack of industry

ething
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beyond any reason whatsoever for these Pueblos of Indians to enedr—upen
an-enierprige 0 give oul goods they need for clothing and what is needed

to live a civiliged life and to establish their pueblos and and it is

1 1

beyond an irremediable crime to begin to think that the King our Lord

2

brought from the Canary Islands men who had reason to do such injustice

to reason is contrary to what our royal Monarch wants and commands.
The Captains of the Presidio of San Antonio always consumed

the corn that the islanders harvested. Thispast year of 17L0 not one

Ll

family had corn for itself and the deceased Capta

‘

was forced to buy corn in the Mission of San Antonio. Though it is certain

that Captain Don Gabriel Costales of Bahia paid for corn from the missions

did not take their corn because the missionaries sold it at two pesos.

s certain is that a captain does not buy from the families

}..J-

What alone
because they have no corn to sell or because it is more convenient for
him to buy corn in the missions.

Those who can write an order ferpayment for the great amount ﬁ/

needed by the missions are Captain of the Presidio ofSan Antonio and

{ .
"\/\‘

These the islanders intend to compel by higher
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e =5
3 ¥4 11‘1

dispatches so that they buy f#gW Ler them and for no others. Then the
five pueblos of Indians could neither sell nor find a buyer. It will be

necessary then to have recourse to his Excellency so that the royal

treasury starts a store where the Indians in establishing their pueblos

2t this is offensive

in Don Joseph de Urrutia

7

. 3w : & : " W' T oy g 1
to supply the soldiers, it is not true what the layers say that the captains

XY
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and a civilized life,can find plows, hoes, hatchets and other imple-
ments; metates ( stones for grinding corn), kettles, pots and other
domestic utensils; cloth, flannel and wool and the rest for clothing;
with some medicine and treatments for the infirm.

Error 12 Neither is it certain that the missionaries hinder all com-
munication between the Indians and the Spaniards as the lawyers say,
for one can see at every step, the Indians of the missions among the
neighbors, soldiers and the islanders. Although the Fathers see them
nejdher in the mission nox outside of it, they say nothing nor do
anything whereby they can withdraw from such contact and communication.
A1l the Spaniards who want to,enter the missions without any distinction.
vhat the Fathers do prevent is that some Spaniards of less note and

oo
o¥hers who havoAﬁhe name of a Spaniard do not enter the cabins of the
Indians and that they do not buy their domestic utensils given them by
the Fathers so that they can live and maintain themselves in the mission.
These are metates, kettles, pots)éﬂd-hoes and other needed items. It
Qaf'vw(v(
is certain that some Spaniards do this, .so-%that ifit becomes necessary
T shall present juridical writings. Because some persons enter the
cabins of the Indians , it follows that they are used by them. For this
reason and because of other disadvantages which I omit, the Fathers do
not want the Spaniards to go from cabin to cabin, except those who be-
cause of their office oréharacter ofcustoms are persons from whom trouble
is not expected. The Fathers also prevent Indian women;£é~gd“tb the
presidio and allow all to go about with great care because of troubles
e i ooar -

experienced apd which this sort of communication brings with it. Also,
the Fathers want the dealings the Spaniards have with the Indians to

be had in the presence of the Fathersybecause of guarrels that arise

when this condition is not observed even though it be trading only for
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hides. No one is hindered from teading with the Indians if conditions

are observed. Although the certificates (which the lawyers do not pre-
sent} say just the opposite, what I say is certain and reflects actusl
events, as can be seen by all in the Province. To say that all communi-
cation between the Indians and the Spaniards is completely hindered is

a falsehood uttered by these lawyers. I have said already that the plant-
ing done in the missions is the work of the Indian community for uﬁe Ind-
ians, and all the implements and other needed things belong to the com-
munity. The Spaniards who trade with an Indian ought to understand that

£

Those items which they sell or are used , belong to the community and are
stolen items , and the best are unable to be supplied by the users and those
most valuable are wasted. Gfach one receives abundant ration of corn for
himself and his family so that they live happily and contentedly in the
mission. This ration ofcorn isoften traded by the Indians for things of
ity oﬁéorn that could purchase clothing

e
and other needed utensils. When this they cannot dOg&ﬁathﬁ family suffers

no valuve and this robs the co

ger , orthey rmust flee to the hills for foodj; nothing is remedied by
A! ATV

and without-distinguishing 248 much is bouahtvﬁyr the Indians as

Con he sofd,
they-can-seil., Therefore the Fathers Jjustly

try to awoid such deals

be_cause of the bad consequences, and because the Fathers later see that
they must ask for alms to maintain the Indians and obtain what is needed
for a civiliged life.

I do not see iﬁ;%%%£ the Fathers hinder the Indians from
being trained and I am ignorant of the way the families have for training
them, for the Fathers used effective means tok@aoh the Indians how to use

the axe and clear the lands, and also nowmo plow and plant and irrigate

the fields, how ty build houses, become carpenters and t jlors, and this
he u’ T g «t%{
AL L Sha

they have achieved, and with greater effort)ta Fnow the mJuterwes of our
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holy Faith. The Fathers speak a purer Spanish than the IHdidrs do

and I find nothing special in which they may train them and much less
holding meetings
in the way of making-them-ecabiddos or in exercising in some diversion.

<NA,&J\\X4\ S pfAn”
They can train theh in what they desire and in other matters. But in
}J&)"{M\«t})ﬂ’} h

that case they are not to curse, swear,jblaspheme in thelr presence and
much less let them see in the presidio and in the Villa actions which
teach them how to offend God; thus they can show ( which is very difficult)
the practice of sweet charity.

Error 14 Among the points brought up in the testimonials ( which the law-

~ [N e §
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vers resist to present and wh€ih the testimonials should not give)it is
said that the Fathers ( mainly those in Mission San Antonio) live in great

okt ; e s s . 3 ; ;
Ll anxiety lest the Spaniards use the lash. It is certain that those same

i\‘\ e m\"i aJ Aoy

lawyers and most of them in the presidio often enter the mission ( when
inform
ﬂwihuw%w%'memhﬁMBrWMMih@rmnme}zmdtMaﬂﬁaemeistmm
neither
some shameful comsequencesrestg on all; but this is not the case, for the
lawyers nor th€se who testify speak the truth. Such an individual ( and
there are not three of them) because of the sins of relapse have been
threatened with the penance of being whipped that they may amend, but
thli, threat does not have the desired effect. This medicine was applied
with great moderation to one servant of a citizen and by this case alone
the one who testifies says that without distinction the Father wanted
the Spaniards to make them do penance. This was speaking what he wanted
and to testify to what he should not have. What the Father always wanted
to find out was whowas entering the homes of the Indians so that he
knew if the individual was a sheep or a wolf who was entering his fold.
!
A11 the ministerswho live in Mission San Antonio ought to be vigilant,

because not far Irom the Presidio and the Villa of San Fernando is a

place where not infrequently bandits entered, who if they are not inimical
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to the royal treasury are opposed to royal service, i

great pleasure of the King our Lord to have the new #assais;of His Maj~
esty receive the holy Faith, béprained in pure customs and suffer no
harm in their goods and furnishings.

They say in their petition that tHeir fields are fenced in
and that nevertheless damage 1is done to them by the cattle of the missions
ond in the certificates ( which they did not present) is added the note
that the damage iscaused mainly by the cattle of Mission of Concepclon
and Fherefere—the Father President d@;; ﬂogyhavéma case. Oneof the lawyers;

Sefor Juan Leal Goraz agreed that in years pastﬁhe first Alcalde ordered

the second Alcalde to be seized; He was Senor Corvelo. He did the same to

the high constable, Sefior Vigente TraWieso ( who 18 thebther lawyer) and

the secretary, Sefior Francisco Arrocha. The main reason for this 7

( so great as to Dbe prejudicial) was the fact that they did not want to

obey in an act he was forming and made known to the families, that the

remain

fields should be enclosed and at the entrance be open. That year all

the fields were not separated)with the exception that some Were fenced

in as the Governor of the Kingdom, Don Joseph Francisco Jauregul ¥

Urrutia had ordered. The others, neither now nor previously,enclosed

their fields as had been ordered. Last year at the request of the

missionary of lMission S5an Antonig)because of the havoc wrought among

the cattle of the missions by the islanders,ﬂiieutenant as interim

captain and high magistrate of the Villa and missions went to examine

if the islanders had their fields fenced in. He found ( as already said)

that some sections were enclos@d and others were wide open. At the same

time,with 1ittle distinction,the lawyers said in the higher tribunal
corn

that their fields were fenced in, whereas the magistrate of the country

saw with his wWpn eyes that they were open, and so the falseBood of the

ey
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attorneys couhd not be indeliberate. The attorney ought to say that
the cattle of the missions caused damage in the fields because some
of the familiesof the islanders disobeyed their alcaldes and superiors
by not wanting to enclose thelr fields, as was evident to him when he
was alcalde. Forthis reason the President did not make a case of it.
It is not true to say that the Father President W#g made no case, as

f;?p il

they say. Per Sehor CarAvajal, a citizen of the Villa of San Fernando,
P . i fv AT G A "{ ir

a yoke ofoxen-was bought for IMission Concepcion and Ceming-es—usual-to
"L

4

eat *ho corn oftheislanders,. y@ev returned from the mission to the old
M ¢ ,7 3 e
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pasture. This was seen oy him, as Fr. President ¢9;d_a$ he ord@r d it

o , o
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to be killed and the islanders kﬂ@w&aﬁ it. This meanumuand&mdn others
WL&WQ« o oot Thaq ione

which h@b&gh%—ﬁeﬁﬂag because of the open fields, the Fr. President usede
) w S z’f\ﬁ"‘? Avpthbee 0o MM&W‘ ,ﬁ;{g )
1iu>:-»g,a~4$¢ does not seem ceriadn that Q%?ase wag-made of the adnses given——oy
#
iw‘
the families, What actually happened was that with the fields open
the cattle of those same people c:me in and ate the corn and also those
of Mission Concepcion. For this reason, though they continued to kill
and mistreat more of the cattle of Mission Concepcion , they would often
N kill ealso the cattle of the islanders and other citizens. Therefore
o
in this past year of 1740, in th?presence of the magistrateof the Villa,
dendrddd the Fr President demanded in the name of the Indians the
ﬁb&-‘};\méu@%a e Had
cows that had been killed and defended the cause&tg-his.satisfaction}
as all desired. In all this neither the magistrate tells me,nor did
he say if he asked justly or unjustly, nor much less if where such

decrees stop. And so the one who attests to the damage done to the

corn fields of the islanders, ought to testify also that

P ¥al

were not enclosed, as also that they suffered such loss and greater
damage among their own cattle because of the stand they took in not

wanting to enclose their fields as they had been ordered to do.
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This last error takes note to recall to memory what the lawyers
retain in their writings and inserted in their petition (according to
the information I received from a'}ealous man ofour Faith. I am certain
that the Senor fiscal advised that all the writings be returned. The
Senor auditor agrees with this opinion. And so hismost Illustrious
and Excellent Lord Viceroy commands it,and #HP¥/ not to show the writings
I ask for -by the lawyers isbecause they want to keep them secret and.
not let them out to those who would expose the truth. Zgal for our holy
Faith placed in my hands the petition I presented, which is a faithful
copy. Besides ¢f the testimonies)there is given only the name of the
authors and some points they testify to. Andso I cannot reply to all
the contents but I ought to say in Jjustice to the Most Excellent Viceroy
that none of the testimonies has value Dbecause what is said comes from
the deceased captain, oﬁis a supposition, og\given by one who is so ad-
vanced in age and so broken in health.%gi he would not know how much has
been affirmed in this testimony. As to the testimony of the pastor,I have
no doubt that it is Bis, since this is not the first time he has testified
ma%m%y against tFn.President.uThgpgh this(géﬁnot given by one who knows
ang4gg said that his testimonies +tend to harm others and ourholy Faiph,
which I mmst defend. Being acquainted and conversant ofall that the
pastor does without reason, how much evil can come to the religious,
since it can be seen in the decrees formed by the Governor of the New
Kingdom of Leon, Dom Joseph Francisco Jauregul y Urrutia‘\ I must
say that it has no value and has no credibility as to what the pastor

can certify, whether it be against the religious oragainst the Indians

and their pueblos.



Having seen the errors contained in the petition without men-
tioning the others which I omit, I must present in all truth what the

missionaries are doing in this Pmo vince out of charity, which they must
/LV {W{ﬁf -
have for the Indians, both christian and,ganﬁaleu There were ahd are
e
some missions in nearby Prov1nces;ana afcer increasing expenses our
{ At b A £ # 7

King the Lord.nwu&i’for~thnﬁﬁﬁﬁ@es KWarenousesj

to supply
the missions, the results were not too good, because as they received
deasily§so they squandered what the King ourlord gave. When the case
came up of plantin%some fields, before or after the harvest, they began
to trade, and not having food or olothing)they'returned to the free and
pagan way of living and ambushed on the way to kill and rob the Spaniards.

@m{e&{ gaBs et TA
Ta mefj\ihese ﬁrbbWems the first apostolic missionaries who came fm om

! ( Copduncte)
the Province of @uaaulla decided to take over the domestic menagement
of the mission and saw to it that the Indians and everything that
the missions had belong§ to the community, giving to each one what
was needed for sustenance and what was left over to be sold for clothing
and what was needed in the mission. This method was ﬁollowad and the

m\/’

good results were clearly'seen in the mission and also the stability

of many souls and ! Nlth no expenses made in the stores.;’what those
missionaries did in the missions of the River of the North, which be-
longed to the Province of Quagulla was also done faithfully by the
missionaries of the Province of Texas without ever being criticised by
any Governor of this Province and much less by the Brigadier Don Pedro
Rivera, the Visitador. They were persons who did not view things accord-
ing to outward appearances but according to essentials. If one looks at
the exterior o@hhat the apostolic missionaries accomplished, one will

see what the ignorant say: the missionaries have profits,for they see

them ordering the Indians to plant their fields, look after the cattle,
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build homes and establish puebles. But how many see the purpose
/ 7 L

A 2
the missionaries have in tackling such problems not even renotely in-

g7 dicate any avarice on the part of the missionaries. Their motive
is zeal for the holy Faith which is being planted and takes hold of the
Indians by this method. The old Fathers of the Province of the Holy Gos-
pel in plantingthe Faith among the savages and the many nations of New
Mexico decided on thidway ofacting in theenlightened and very exalted
i 1
spirit of Ven. Maria de Jesus de Agreda, as can be seen in a copy taken
iy P4 3 g : 3 E'HS‘(V T, kY0 L] 1

from a letter which Fr. Alonso de Benavides, custos of INew Mexico, sent
to the religious of the Holy Custody of the Mission ofSan Pablo of the
Kingdom , from Madrid in 1631. It was printed in Mexico by Joseph Ber-
nardo de Hogal in 1730. .

S e Ak A ...VJ(M predaned

Having shown that it was f itting *or;the ends desired by those

} - AN g( Oj‘""‘.‘.»\f
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Fathers and also the same method the Fathers follow in this Province, it
:\rmw (Y A

will notigg, as the lawyers for the islanders vny@nd any cleavage in
théreligious institute but a way ofgaining more results in planting the
holy Faith in these vast dominions which the King our Lord has in
these parts.

W%%h;&ll this and what I have justified through individuals of
the highest character in this country is a sufficient answer to what
the families through their 1awyerskclaim. The planting and the sale of

S

corn directed by the missionaries a®e not for themselves or by themselves.

Not to allow the Indians tdworh for others is not for gain on the part

of the missionaries but for the spiritual and temporal bood of the Indians,
& .-{w‘*

so that they convert by good will to our holy Faith the?%®@$£$eﬁ who see

and observe the advantages of the converted Indians who live in the

missions.
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I ask you then>§and in justice plead ,that what is contained
' , y
in the despatch they have won be not put into practice because of what

13
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I have said; %%d what the lawyers claim is unjust. Only lawsuits will

result between the families and the pueblos of the Indians if on both
sides there are equal rights to sell +their produce. If it pleases
. . i

the Most Excellent Viceroy)t@af the captains  take corn only from the
Spaniards and not ﬁ;:wéhe Tndians. If this advife is not agreeable to
to HiéMost ixcellent Viceroy because he will say, and with reason, that
the ministers in this Province are oﬁ%ery 1ittle intelligence, for they
ask od&im points that without other laws than reason can be defined.
Besides by protesting against the obstinacy of the lawyers in the first
place the adviee can be given to His Excellency so that they live quietly
and leave us in peace and we shall do 21l what the King our Lord desires.

I ask oﬂyou also that by deciding ifgt pleases you, b0 give me
the testimonial of&t all oéﬁhe same decrees [(or the results that befat
the Indians and their pueblos

Thisis what I ask of you in justice and swear that nothing is
of malice.

. .\ g ., - g » 7
fr. Benito Pernandez de S Ana - Presidente - Rubric



