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The Bexar County Medical Examiner’s Office is
staffed with 53 employees and is composed of the
following sections: Administration, Autopsy/
Morgue, Investigations, Office Services, and
Toxicology.

There are eight Medical Examiner positions,
including the Chief Medical Examiner, the Deputy
Chief Medical Examiner, five Deputy Medical
Examiners and one Assistant Medical Examiner.

VISION STATEMENT

The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office is committed to the accurate determination of cause
and manner of death in cases falling under the jurisdiction of the office. As an impartial, independent
agency, the Medical Examiner strives to serve the public, medical professionals and justice system
of our community by providing objective, valid and unbiased medical opinions on cause and manner
of death. To this end, we insist on nothing less than excellence in practice, scrupulous integrity, and

continuous quality improvement efforts.

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Medical Examiner's Office is to provide the citizens of Bexar County with
accurate medical and scientific determinations of the cause and manner of death of those individuals
dying as a result of violence, intoxication, sudden and unexpected natural disease, or unknown

causes in Bexar County.
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INTRODUCTION:

The Bexar County Medical Examiner’s Office (BCMEQ) provides medicolegal death investigation for
Bexar County, Texas as well as several surrounding counties. The office is accredited by the National
Association of Medical Examiners, the Toxicology Laboratory is accredited by the American Board of
Forensic Toxicologists (ABFT), and the Fellowship program is accredited by the Accreditation Council
for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME).

NAME ACCREDITATION:

The National Association of Medical Examiners (NAME) is the national professional
organization of physician medical examiners, medicolegal death investigators and
death investigation system administrators who perform the official duties of the
medicolegal investigation of deaths of public interest in the United States. NAME
was founded in 1966 with the dual purposes of fostering the professional growth of
physician death investigators and disseminating the professional and technical
information vital to the continuing improvement of the medical investigation of violent, suspicious and
unusual deaths. Accreditation by NAME is an honor and significant achievement for an office. It
signifies to the public that the office is performing at a high level of competence and public service.
The Bexar County Medical Examiner’s Office originally obtained accreditation in 1993 and remains
accredited.

ABFT ACCREDITATION:

American Board of Laboratories eligible to apply for American Board of Forensic Toxicology
(ABFT) Accreditation are those performing postmortem toxicology or human
_A B F T performance toxicology, including at least the detection, identification, and
Forensic Toxicology quantitation of alcohol and other drugs in biological specimens such as whole
blood, urine, and other tissues. Other areas of toxicology are not included
(e.g., clinical toxicology, forensic urine drug testing, methadone maintenance testing). The BCMEO
Toxicology Lab has been accredited since 1999 and is one of only approximately 30 institutions in the
United States and Canada accredited by the American Board of Forensic Toxicology.

ACGME ACCREDITATION:

/\ .~ . Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) is a
// A o e e rion Private, non-profit organization that reviews and accredits graduate
AGGME medical education (residency and fellowship) programs, and the
institutions that sponsor them, in the United States. The mission of the ACGME is to improve health
care and population health by assessing and advancing the quality of resident physicians' education
through accreditation. The BCMEO is accredited for two fellowship positions in Forensic Pathology.
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OFFICE HISTORY:

The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office (BCMEO) was the first Medical Examiner's Office in
the State of Texas. On May 6, 1955, the Texas Medical Examiner Act went into effect. Under the
law, any Texas County with a population of more than 250,000 could change from a Justice of the
Peace System for handling violent and unexpected deaths to a Medical Examiner System. Four
counties fell under the provisions of this law: Bexar, Harris, Dallas and Tarrant, though none of the
Counties adopted the Medical Examiner System.

On December 28, 1955, The Bexar County Commissioners' Court authorized the County Auditor to
include in the 1956 Budget monies to be used to defray the salary and office expenses of the Medical
Examiner. On April 2, 1956, the Commissioners' Court appointed Dr. Robert Hausman as the first
Medical Examiner effective July 1, 1956. In addition, Dr. Hausman was authorized an assistant and
a secretary. On July 2, 1956, Dr. Hausman received his first case, a suicide, two hours after the
opening ceremony. Dr. Ruben Santos was appointed Assistant Medical Examiner in the summer of
1962. Dr. Hausman resigned October 1% 1968 and was replaced by Dr. Santos who was the Chief
Medical Examiner until December 4, 1980. Dr. Vincent J.M. Di Maio was appointed Chief Medical
Examiner, effective March 1, 1981 and remained in that position until his retirement December 31,
2006. He was succeeded by Dr. Randall Frost, who became Chief Medical Examiner January 1,
2007.

In 1956, Bexar County had an estimated population of 710,451. The Medical Examiner's Office
consisted of 3 full time and 6 part time employees. The Medical Examiner, Dr. Robert Hausman,
was a qualified Forensic Pathologist who performed both the administrative duties of the office and
nearly all the medicolegal autopsies. In 1957, the cost to operate the Bexar County Medical
Examiner's Office was 4.2 cents annually per capita. In the first 4 months of the Office, 249 deaths
(16.5% of all deaths in Bexar County) were investigated, 95 violent and 154 natural deaths, and 131
autopsies were performed. Blood alcohol samples were initially sent to Austin to the state crime lab.
On May 15, 1958, the first Toxicologist was hired, with the first toxicology test performed on July
31, 1958 for arsenic. Medical Investigators employed by the Medical Examiner's Office did not
begin to go to death scenes until January of 1982.

In 1969, the office was located in the Robert B. Green Hospital. It remained there until October 1978
when the BCMEO moved to a 16,000 sg. ft. building at 600 North Leona. In June 1993, the
BCMEO moved to a 52,000 sq. ft. facility on the campus of the University of Texas Health Science
Center at San Antonio which it shares with the Bexar County Criminal Investigation Laboratory and
where it still resides today.
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THE BCMEO TODAY:

The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office continues to expand to keep pace with a rapidly
growing San Antonio metropolitan area. The goal of the Office is to continue to provide the finest in
forensic pathology and death investigation services to its citizens, while maximizing efficiency in
the expenditures of taxpayer dollars. The office was initially accredited by the National Association
of Medical Examiners in 1998, and has remained so without interruption. The office operates a fully
accredited training program (fellowship) in Forensic Pathology, and provides pathology resident and
medical student teaching services for the adjacent University of Texas Health Sciences Center
School of Medicine and for the local military pathology training program. The Toxicology Section
of the BCMEO is one of only approximately 30 institutions in the United States and Canada
accredited by the American Board of Forensic Toxicology.

In addition to having jurisdiction over deaths occurring within Bexar County, the Bexar County
Medical Examiner's Office also provides forensic autopsy services for many of the smaller,
predominately rural counties in the surrounding area of South and Central Texas. In such cases,
jurisdiction over the case investigation is retained by the Justice of the Peace in the County of origin,
but the BCMEO will provide autopsy services and professional consultation on a fee-for-service
basis.

All staff Medical Examiners are required to be board certified in Anatomic and Forensic Pathology
by the American Board of Pathology. The Medical Investigators in the office are required to obtain
certification by the American Board of Medicolegal Death Investigation during their first two years
of employment. The Chief Toxicologist is required to have a doctoral level degree and many of the
Toxicology Chemists have advanced degrees in their field and are certified by the American Board
of Forensic Toxicology.

In addition to delivering excellent, state of the art death investigation services for the citizens of
Bexar County, the office strives to provide outreach and training to the local medical community,
civic groups, and law enforcement and judicial officials from Bexar and surrounding counties. To
that end, Medical Examiners give frequent presentations on topics of forensic pathology to a variety
of local groups. Our staff members also support local interdisciplinary organizations such as Child
Fatality Review Teams on a regular basis. The training of young physicians in the field of forensic
pathology is an ongoing priority of the Office, and medical students, pathology and pediatric
residents, and forensic pathology fellows train in the facility.
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REPORTABLE DEATHS:

The Bexar County Medical Examiner’s Office investigates the deaths of all individuals in Bexar
County who die violently or suddenly and unexpectedly, in order to determine the cause and manner of
death. Pursuant to Texas Code of Criminal Procedures Chapter 49, the following deaths must be
reported to the Medical Examiner’s Office:

e When a person dies within twenty-four hours after admission to a hospital or institution or in

prison or in jail;
e When a person is killed or dies an unnatural death;
e When a person is found, the cause or circumstances of death are unknown;

e When the circumstances of the death of any person are such as to lead to suspicion that s/he
came to his/her death by unlawful means;

e When any person commits suicide, or the circumstances of his/her death are such as to lead to
suspicion that s/he committed suicide;

e When a person dies not under the care of a licensed physician in Texas; or

e When the person is a child who is younger than six years of age and the death is reported under
Chapter 264, Family Code;

The Investigation Section of the Office conducts scene investigations and interviews witnesses to the
deaths, attending physicians, relatives and police. Based on the information gathered, a decision is
made as to whether the case falls within the Medical Examiner jurisdiction and requires an
examination. The Medical Examiners will then determine what type of examination is appropriate (i.e.,
full or limited autopsy, or external examination) and conduct the examination.

If the case falls within these guidelines, the decedent will be transported to the BCMEO for
examination by a contract body transport company. In certain cases, a Medical Investigator may attend
the death scene. Our Investigation Staff are available 24 hours/day, 365 days/year, and Medical
Examiners are always on call for consultation or other matters.
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GENERAL STATISTICS
2015
Total Number of Deaths in Bexar County (obtained from Texas Department
of State Health Services) 14136
Total Number of Cases Investigated 12443
Cases Accepted 2621
Scene Investigations 1050
'Bexar County Examinations 2462
Autopsies
Complete Autopsies 1491
Partial Autopsies 108
Inspections 863
?Out of County Examinations 110
Autopsies
Complete Autopsies 107
Partial Autopsies 1
Inspections 2
Total Examinations 2572
Autopsies
Complete Autopsies 1598
Partial Autopsies 109
Inspections 864
Death Certificates Only (Bexar County) 50
Percentage of ME Cases with Toxicology Testing 73%
Bexar County intoxication assault and manslaughter toxicology cases 59
Hospital autopsies retained under ME jurisdiction 16
Unidentified Bodies (after case completion) 8
Exhumations 1
Bodies Transported (Contract Service) 2732
Organ and Tissue Donations*
Organ (Texas Organ Sharing Alliance) 65
Corneal (San Antonio Eye Bank) 252
Tissue (GenCure) 164
County Burials 45

YIncludes Autopsies (Complete and Partial) and Inspections only.

0Out of County cases are reported on this page for the purpose of performance indicators. For County statistical

purposes, only Bexar County cases will be reported for the remainder of the annual report.

*QOrgan and tissue donation only approved by BCMEO after next of kin consent has been obtained; the data obtained

was provided by the agencies listed in parentheses)
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Total Number Percent
Manner Cases Autopsied* | Autopsied
Homicide 152 151 99%
Suicide 239 233 97%
Accident 995 533 50%
Natural 1014 573 49%
Undetermined 108 105 96%
Fetal deaths, no manner 4 4 100%
Total 2512 1599 59%

*Includes complete and partial autopsies

MANNER OF DEATH FOR THE LAST 5 YEARS
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DEATHS REPORTED

BEXAR COUNTY DEATHS WHERE JURISDICTION WAS ACCEPTED
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2015
Homicides By Method
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2015
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2015
Total % Autopsied
MVA Accident 268 69%
Non-MVA Accident 727 48%
Total Accidents 995 50%

B Motor vehicle
M Pedestrian
= Motorcycle

M Other

MOTOR VEHICLE DEATHS WITH DRUGS AND ALCOHOL PRESENT

Substance Detected Percentage of MVA Deaths
Ethanol (> 0.08 g/dL) 47%
Drugs* 19%
No drugs or ethanol detected 42%

*Includes ONLY': methamphetamine, cocaine and metabolite, morphine, hydrocodone and alprazolam
**Totals due not equal 100 because some cases had both drugs and alcohol present

14
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2015

BY MANNER OF DEATH
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BY TYPE OF DRUG PRESENT

All Overdose Deaths " Cocaine Accidental Deaths

B Heroin
B Methamphetamine

M Cocaine, Heroin, and/ or
Methamphetamine
H Other

M Mixed drug

H Prescription opiate/ opioid
medications

M Prescription medications not
including opiate/ opioids

*Cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine deaths include any combination of these three drugs including: cocaine and heroin; cocaine and
methamphetamine; heroin and methamphetamine; and cocaine, heroin and methamphetamine
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ILLICIT DRUGS ONLY
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