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50" Anniversary 50" Anniversary
HISTORY
1956-2006 1956-2006

The Bexar County Medical Examiner’s Office (BCMEO) was the first Medical Examiner’s Office
in the State of Texas. On May 6, 1955, the Texas Medical Examiner Act went into effect. Under
the law, any Texas County with a population of more than 250,000 could change from a Justice of
the Peace System for handling violent and unexpected deaths to a Medical Examiner System.
Four counties fell under the provisions of this law: Bexar, Harris, Dallas and Tarrant. Passage
was met by total indifference. None of the Counties adopted the Medical Examiner System.

Then, on December 5, 1955, an automobile accident occurred four blocks from the residence of
one of the Bexar County Justices of the Peace. The police, thinking the victim might still be alive,
rushed him to the hospital where he was pronounced dead on arrival. They then called the
Justice of the Peace in the precinct where the accident occurred. He refused to hold an inquest
because he felt the police should not have removed the body. The police then called the Justice
of the Peace for the precinct in which the hospital was located. They asked him to hold an
inquest. He refused because he was not called first. The body then remained in the hospital from
the evening of the day of the accident until noon the next day when a Justice of the Peace was
located who agreed to hold an inquest.

This incident was well-publicized by the media with charges of "Prima Donna" actions by the
Justices of the Peace. At the next meeting of the Bexar County Commissioners' Court, a majority
of the Justices of the Peace, the Police Chief, and other City and County officials, recommended
that a Medical Examiner System be established. Most of these individuals had made a similar
recommendation in the past. It was the strong public opinion in regard to the incident that won
approval for the establishment of the Medical Examiner System.

The Commissioners' Court then went on to adopt the concept of a Medical Examiner's Office.
On December 28, 1955, The Bexar County Commissioners' Court authorized the County Auditor
to include in the 1956 Budget the sum of $25,000 to create the position of Medical Examiner with
the money used to defray the salary and office expenses of the Medical Examiner. On April 2,
1956, the Commissioners' Court appointed Dr. Robert D. Hausman as the first Medical Examiner
effective July 1, 1956. He was given a salary of $14,000 per year with an expense allowance of
$1,200. He was also allowed an assistant at $3,600 per year with $600 per year expense
allowance, and a secretary at $3,000 per year.
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TR

Robert D. Hausman, M.D. Ruben G. Santos, M.D.

The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office became operative July 1, 1956. Dr. Hausman,
took the oath of Office on July 2, 1956, and received his first case, a suicide, two hours after the
ceremony. Dr. Ruben G. Santos was appointed Assistant Medical Examiner in the summer of
1962. After Dr. Santos had been Assistant Medical Examiner for one year, Dr. Hausman took a 2
year leave of absence and Dr. Santos became acting Chief. Dr. Hausman resigned in 1968 and
was replaced by Dr. Santos who was the Chief Medical Examiner until December 4, 1980. Dr.
Vincent J.M. Di Maio was appointed Chief Medical Examiner, effective March 1, 1981, on a vote of
the County Commissioners' Court of December 18, 1980. Members of the Court were County
Judge Albert Bustamante and Commissioners Leo Mendoza, Jr., Tom Stolhandske, Jeff
Wentworth and Tom Vickers.

The second Medical Examiner's Office to come into existence in Texas was in Harris County
(Houston) on January 1, 1957. The legal and medical communities in Harris County had been
dissatisfied with the Justices of the Peace. There had been two serious miscarriages of justice
due to lack of qualified investigations. Dr. Allen R. Moritz, formerly of the legal medicine
department at Harvard University, was invited to survey the situation and make recommendations.
His report was submitted in January of 1956. Based on the report, the Commissioners' Court
established the Harris County Medical Examiner's System the following year. Medical Examiners
Offices were subsequently established in Tarrant County in 1965, with the first Medical Examiner
Dr. Truman Terrell, and in Dallas County in 1969 under Dr. Charles Petty.

In 1956, Bexar County had an estimated population of 710,451. The Medical Examiner’s Office
consisted of 3 full time and 6 part time employees. The Medical Examiner, Dr. Robert Hausman,
was a qualified Forensic Pathologist who performed both the administrative duties of the office
and nearly all the medical-legal autopsies. In 1957, the cost to operate the Bexar County Medical
Examiner's Office was 4.2 cents annually per capita. In the first 4 months of the Office, 249
deaths (16.5% of all deaths in Bexar County) were investigated: 95 violent deaths; 154 natural.
131 autopsies were performed. Blood alcohol samples were initially sent to Austin to the State
crime lab. Medical Investigators employed by the Medical Examiner's Office did not begin to go to
death scenes until January of 1982.
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On May 15, 1958, the first Toxicologist was hired, with the first toxicology test performed on July
31, 1958 for arsenic. The first Toxicology Laboratory was set up in a 7 x 8 ft. room next to the
morgue in the Robert B. Green Hospital. After several months, the lab moved to a larger room in
the County Courthouse where the Administrative Office was located. In 1961, the lab and
administrative department moved to the Courthouse Annex at 203 W. Nueva.

In 1969, the Administrative Office and Laboratory moved to the Robert B. Green Hospital. It
remained there until October 1978 when the BCMEO moved to a new 16,000 sq. ft. building at
600 North Leona. In June 1993, the BCMEO moved to a new 52,000 sq. ft facility on the campus
of the University of Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio which it shared with the Bexar
County Criminal Investigation Laboratory.

The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office is one of approximately 40 offices in the United
States that is authorized to train physicians in Forensic Pathology. It is one of approximately 40-
45 Offices accredited by the National Association of Medical Examiners. The Toxicology Section
of the BCMEO is one of only 22 institutions in the United States and Canada accredited by the
American Board of Forensic Toxicology.
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ORGANIZATION

The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office has four major sections: the Investigative; the
Medical; the Administrative; and the Toxicologic. Total staff positions in 2005 were 40. The
M.E. Staff consists of nine Investigators; five Forensic Pathologists; a Fellow (an individual
training as a forensic pathologist); nine Toxicologists; five Autopsy Technicians; five Morgue
Attendants; and seven clerical support personnel.

DUTIES

The BCMEO is charged, by State law, with investigating the following type of deaths:

1. When a person shall die within twenty-four hours after admission to a hospital or institution
or in prison or in jail;

2. When any person is killed; or from any cause dies an unnatural death, except under
sentence of the law; or dies in the absence of one or more good witnesses;

3. When the body or a body part of a person is found, the cause or circumstances of death are
unknown, and:
(A) the person is identified; or
(B) the person is unidentified;

4. When the circumstances of the death of any person are such as to lead to suspicion that he
came to his death by unlawful means;

5. When any person commits suicide, or the circumstances of his death are such as to lead to
suspicion that he committed suicide;

6. When a person dies without having been attended by a duly licensed and practicing
physician, and the local health officer or registrar required to report the cause of death under
Section 193.005, Health and Safety Code, does not know the cause of death. When the local
health officer or registrar of vital statistics whose duty it is to certify the cause of death does not
know the cause of death, he shall so notify the medical examiner of the county in which the
death occurred and request an inquest;

7. When the person is a child who is younger than six years of age and the death is reported
under Chapter 264, Family Code; and

8. When a person dies who has been attended immediately preceding his death by a duly
licensed and practicing physician or physicians, and such physician or physicians are not certain
as to the cause of death and are unable to certify with certainty the cause of death as required
by Section 193.004, Health and Safety Code. In case of such uncertainty the attending
physician or physicians, or the superintendent or general manager of the hospital or institution in
which the deceased shall have died, shall so report to the medical examiner of the county in
which the death occurred, and request an inquest.

The Medical Examiners certify the cause and manner of death in all cases in which they
accept jurisdiction, performing autopsies when necessary to make such determinations. In
2005, the Office investigated 9,026 deaths; accepted jurisdiction in 2,288 and performed 1,397
autopsies and approximately 71,393 toxicology tests. The Office performs autopsies for 32
adjacent Counties.

The BCMEO works with law enforcement agencies in Bexar County and approximately 32
other counties for which the BCMEO provides autopsy services, as well as State and Federal
agencies. In addition, it works with the District Attorneys in these areas.

Total budget for this Fiscal year was $2,878,803.00

9
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50 Years at a Glance

1956 | 19572 | 1960 | 1970 | 1981° | 1990 | 2000 | 2005
Cases Investigated == o v -| 2987| 4,461| 8,125| 9,026
Cases Accepted 367 732 729 939| 1,438| 1,653 2,059 2288*
Homicide 30 35 53 90 266 327 170 208
Suicide 25 48 62 95 125 192 215 207
Accident 86 167 157 206 338 310 681 7ie15
Natural 218 482 459 548 695 786 932 813
Unclassified/ Undetermined 8 -- -- -- 14 38 61 80
Autopsies 207 321 Cith 332 736] 1,048] 1,324| 1,397
Toxicology Tests - -- 335 512 5031 9017| 32,733| 71,393

'The Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office was established July 1, 1956. Statistics are only for

6 months.

21957 was the first full year that statistics were kept.

%1981 was Dr. Di Maio's first year as Chief Medical Examiner.

*This number includes Storage and Void Cases which are not listed.

10
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GENERAL STATISTICS

2004 2005
Total Number of Cases Investigated 8656 9026
Cases Accepted 2267 2288
Scene Investigations 469 523
Autopsies 1442 1397
Complete Autopsies 1300 1246
Partial Autopsies 142 151
Inspections 614 647
Death Certificates Only 66 97
Storage/Voided Cases 145 148
Cremation Certificates Issued 2926 3051
Burial Transit Permits 3202 3244
Autopsy Reports Requested 953 788
Toxicology Tests Performed 56119 71393
Medical Examiner Cases 54991 69958
Contract Cases 1128 1435
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MANNER OF DEATH

Bexar County

Manner 2004 2005
Homicide 141 153
Suicide 150 169
Accident 708 626
Natural 739 774
Undetermined 60 85
Unclassified 5 |
Storage/Voided Cases 145 148
Death Certificate Only 66 97
Total 2010 2025

Contract Cases

Manner 2004 2005
Homicide 46 515
Suicide 34 38
Accident 97 109
Natural 56 39
Undetermined 23 22
Unclassified 1 0
Total 257 263

1y
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SUMMARY OF CASES - 2005

Bexar County

Number Percent
Manner Total Cases | Autopsied Autopsied
Homicide 153 152 99.35%
Suicide 169 129 76.33%
Accident 626 405 64.70%
Natural 774 410 52.97%
Undetermined 55 51 92.73%
Unclassified 3 1 33.88%
Total 1780 1148 64.49%

Total Cases By Manner

0.17%

‘B Homicide
9.49% O Suicide

B Accident

B Natural

B Undetermined
E Unclassified

43.48%

35.17%

13




Bexar County Medical Examiner's Office 2005 Annual Report

HOMICIDES BY METHOD

Bexar County
Method 2004 2005
Firearms 66 81
Knives 21 23
Blunt Force 26 21
Hit & Run 18 14
Asphyxia 6 3
Exited Delirium 3 4
Other 1 7
Total 141 153
Homicides by Method
90 - 2
80 =
70
, 90 | 102004
%]
g 50 | |E2005
@)
s 40
H*
30
20
0 T T 1 T [—l:l [—[j ¥ 'J_-l 1
Firearms Knives Blunt Hit & Asphyxia Exited Other
Force Run Delirium
Method
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HOMICIDES BY AGE, RACE/SEX

Bexar County

A_g__g 2004 2005
0-5 8 11
6-10° 1 0
11-15 5 4
16-19 8 15
20-29 28 43
30-39 36 19
40-49 29 30
50-59 13 11
60-69 7 8
70-79 1 6
80-89 3 3
90-99 0 0
Unk 2 3
Total 141 153
Race/Sex 2004 2005
W/M 98 95
W/F 23 30
B/M 14 25
B/F 2 5
Oo/M 1 0
O/F 2 0
Unknown 1 0
Total 141 193

15
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HOMICIDES BY FIREARMS

Bexar County

Type of Weapon 2004 2005
Handgun 28 52
Centerfire Rifle 3 1
Rimfire Rifle 1
Shotgun 6 3
Unknown 28 23
Total 66 81
Caliber of Handquns 2004 2005
.38/.357 8 9
e 2 1
.25 0 0
32 0 g
| .380 ACP 2 5
| 9mm 9 18
40 3 9
.45 ACP 4 2
Other 0 5
Total 28 52

16
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HOMICIDES - DRUGS/ALCOHOL

Bexar County

Alcohols/Drugs Analysis 2004 2005
No Tests Performed 4 3
Negative for Drugs & Alcohol 49 60
Positive for Alcohol 31 88
Drugs Only 37 39
Drugs & Alcohol 20 18
Total 141 153
Alcohol Levels 2004 2005
<.05 11 12
.05-.099 12 12
.10-.199 b 15
.20-.299 7 9
+.30 4 1
Total 5 51
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CHILD HOMICIDES BY AGE AND METHOD - 2005

Bexar County

Ages 0-17
Blunt | Hit &

Age Total || Firearms | Knives| Force | Run |Drowning|Scalding
Infant (under 1) 4 0 0 3 0 1 0
1to4 7 0 0 5 0 1 1
5to 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
9to 12 1 1 0 0 0 0 0
13to 17 7 < 1 0 1 0 0

Total 19 6 1 8 1 2 1

SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME (SIDS)
Bexar County

Race/Sex 2004| 2005
W/M 7 3
W/F 9 4
B/M 0 0
B/F 0 1
O/M 0 0
O/F 0 1
Total 9 9

18
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SUICIDES BY METHOD, AGE, RACE/SEX

Bexar County

Method 2004 2005
Firearms 74 77
Drugs/Chemicals 23 29
Hanging 34 44
Carbon Monoxide 3 3
Knives 2 6
Other 14 10
Total 150 169
Age 2004 2005
<15 1 0
15-19 18 13
20-29 24 28
30-39 20 29
40-49 43 42
50-59 24 24
60-69 7 15
70-79 6 13
80-89 6 5
90-99 1 0
Total 150 169
Race/Sex 2004 2005
W/M 110 127
W/F 33 29
B/M 7 8
B/F 0 3
O/M 0 1
O/F 0 1
Total 150 169

19
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SUICIDES BY FIREARMS

Bexar County

Type of Weapon 2004 2005
Handgun 57 59
Centerfire Rifle 4 2
Rimfire Rifle 3 3
Shotgun y 11
Unknown S

Total 74 A
Caliber of Handguns 2004 2005
.38/.357 18 28
22 13 9
25 3 1
32 4 5
.380 ACP 4 4
9mm 9 6
40 2 3
.45 ACP 4 3
Total : 57 59

20
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SUICIDES - DRUGS/ALCOHOL

Bexar County
Alcohols/Druqgs Analysis 2004 2005
No Tests Performed 2 7
Negative for Drugs & Alcohol 48 56
Alcohol Only 15 26
Drugs Only 56 58
Drugs & Alcohol 29 22
Total 150 169
Alcohol Levels 2004 2005
<.05 9
.05-.099 11 9
.10-.199 18 17
.20-.299 9 12
+.30 3 1
Total 44 48

21
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TEENAGE SUICIDES BY METHOD, RACE/SEX

Bexar County
Ages 13 -19
Method 2004 2005
Firearms 11 6
Hanging 4
Drugs 1 3
Total 19 13
Race/Sex 2004 2005
W/F 3 0
B/M 2 2
B/F 0 0
O/M 0 0
O/F 0 0
Total 19 13

22
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ACCIDENTS BY METHOD, RACE/SEX

Bexar County

Method 2004 2005
Motor Vehicle Accidents 248 231
Fall 203 179
Drugs/Chemicals 165 158
Fire 15 6
Drowning 21 11
Other 56 46
Total 708 626
Race/Sex 2004 2005
W/M 418 390
W/F 238 203
B/M 33 20
B/F 14 9
O/M 2 2
O/F 3 2
Total 708 626
Accidents By Method
Other Motor Vehicle
Drowning 8% Acgtéjoe/ants
3% ‘ %y 'O Motor Vehicle Accidents
Fire r E Fall
20 'ODrugs/Chemicals
| OFire
Drugs/Chemicals i B Drowning
23% ]
'O Other

Fall
29%
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ACCIDENTS BY AGE AND METHOD - 2005

Method
Age Total ;
mv Drugs/ | Asphyxia/
Accidents | Fall | Chemicals | Choking |Drowning | Fire | Other
Infant (under 1) 10 2 0 0 8 0 0 0
1to 4 6 3 0 0 0 2 1 0
5t0 8 4 2 1 0 0 0 1 0
9to 12 6 3 0 0 0 2 1 0
13to 16 12 9 0 2 0 0 0 1
17 t0 19 28 23 0 4 0 1 0 0
20to 24 62 41 1 16 0 0 0 4
251t0 29 35 21 0 1 0 0 0 3
30 to 34 2 5 0 22 0 0 2 3
35 to 39 34 18 1 14 0 1 0 0
40 to 44 55 19 3 ar 3 2 0 1
45 to 49 43 % 1 24 0 1 0 2
50 to 54 37 10 3 23 0 0 0 1
55 to 59 28 11 4 9 2 1 0 1
60 to 64 15 6 3 0 1 0 0 6
65 to 70 23 12 10 0 1 0 0 0
over 70 194 30]: #1152 1 7 0 1 3
Unknown 2 1 0 0 0 1 0 0
Total 626 231 179 153 22 i 6 24

24
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS - DRIVERS

Bexar County
Alcohol/Drugs Analysis 2004 2005
No Tests Performed 11 7
Negative for Drugs & Alcohol 44 41
Alcohol Only 25 21
Drugs Only 27 19
Drugs & Alcohol 11 14
Total 118 102
Alcohol Levels 2004 2005
<.05 1 4
.05-.099 3 8
.10-.199 14 14
.20-.299 17 10
+.30 1 2
Total 36 35
Seatbelt Use 2004 2005
Yes 51 43
No 33 28
Unknown 34 31
Total 118 102

25
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS - PEDESTRIANS

Bexar County
Alcohol/Drugs Analysis 2004 2005
No Tests Performed 2 4
Negative for Drugs & Alcohol 21 20
Alcohol Only 12 8
Drugs Only 14 7
Drugs & Alcohol 3 2
Total 52 41
Alcohol Levels 2004 2005
<.05 > 0
.05-.099 1 3
.10-.199 4 1
.20-.299 3 5
+.30 2 1
Total 15 10
Age 2004 2005
0-5 6 2
6-10 0 0
11-15 1 1
16-19 6 3
20-29 7 >
30-39 5 4
40-49 13 13
50-59 2 6
60-69 4 3
70-79 5 4
80-89 3 2
Total 52 41

26
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MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS

Motorcycles and Bicycles

Bexar County

Motorcycles Bicycles
Alcohol/Drugs Analysis 2004 2005 2004 2005
No Tests Performed 1 2 1 0
Negative for Drugs & Alcohol 7 11 4 S
Alcohol Only 5 2 0 0
Drugs Only 3 4 1 0
Drugs & Alcohol 2 0 0 2
Total 18 19 6 3
Alcohol Levels 2004 2005 2004 2005
<.05 2 0 0 0
.05-.099 2 0 0 0
.10-.199 3 0 0 0
.20-.299 0 2 0 2
+.30 0 0 0 0
Total 7 2 0 2
Helmet Use _2004 __2005 _2004 2005
Yes 3 7 0 1
No 12 8 3 4
Unknown 1 4 3 0
Total 18 19 6 5
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DEATHS DUE TO DRUGS/TOXIC SUBSTANCES

Bexar County

Drug/Toxic Substance 2004 2005
Heroin 40 45
Cocaine 31 40
Heroin/Cocaine 27 14
Methamphetamine 4 10
Methadone 19 "
Propoxyphene 3 3
Other Narcotics 23 10
Anti-Depressants/Anti-Psychotic 3 7
Mixed Drugs 19 29
Ethyl Alcohol 4 1
Carbon Monoxide 5 5
Other 25 11
Total 203 190

28
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FEE SCHEDULE
EFFECTIVE DATE: OCTOBER 01, 2005

Administrative Fees
Code | Analysis/Examination/Service Charge Fee
1001 | Reports (Autopsy, Investigation, Toxicology) 25.00
1002 | Certified Report 35.00
1003 | Certification of Documents 10.00
1004 | Notarization of Documents 10.00
1005 | Insurance/Physician Statement 20.00
1006 | Copy Charge/page .10
Records Request (includes Report, notarizing documents, up
1007 | to 15 copies, 1 photo CD and research) 100.00
1008 | Library Facility Fee/Day 75.00
1009 | Research/Statistical Reports/Questionnaires 50.00
1010 | Reproduce prints, slides/each 10.00
1011 | Images on CD/each 10.00
1012 | Printing digital images 5.00
1013 | Cremation Certifications 25.00
1014 | Administration/Shipping Fees 50.00
1015 | Subpoena Fees 1.00
1016 | SIDS Fees (Paid by Tx Dept of Health) 500.00
Autopsy Services
Code | Analysis/Examination/Service Fee
1101 | Out-of-County/Contract Autopsy or Released ME Case 2,000.00
1102 | Out-of-County External Examination Case 1,000.00
1103 | Morgue Facility Usage Fee 500.00
1104 | Storage (non-medical examiner cases) Daily 35.00
1105 | Microscopic Slides/each 20.00
1106 | X-ray duplication/each 75.00
Testimony/Professional Time
Code | Analysis/Examination/Service Fee
2001 | Physicians/Hour 200.00
2002 | Chief Toxicologist/Hour 125.00
2003 | Investigators/Hour 100.00
2004 | Custodian of Records/Hour 75.00

29
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FEE SCHEDULE (cont'd.)

Toxicology

Code | Analysis/Examination/Service Fee

3001 Alcohols 60.00
3002 | Volatiles 100.00
3003 Acid/Neutral, GC or GC/MS 100.00
3004 Basic Drug Screen, GC or GC/MS 150.00
3005 | Cocaine with Metabolites 150.00
3006 | Narcotics GC/MS 150.00
3007 | Cocaine/Opiates with Metabolites 150.00
3008 Blood Cannabinoids, GC/MS 180.00
3009 | Urine Cannabinoids, GC/MS 125.00
3010 | Carbon Monoxide 50.00
3011 Tissue Carbon Monoxide 100.00
3012 | Cyanide Qualitative 40.00
3013 Cyanide Quantitative 90.00
3014 | Metals Qualitative 90.00
3015 | Metals Quantitative 90.00
3016 | Pesticides GC/MS 90.00
3017 | Miscellaneous Testing Level 1 40.00
3018 | Miscellaneous Testing Level 2 50.00
3019 | Miscellaneous Testing Level 3 75.00
3020 | Miscellaneous Testing Level 4 100.00
3021 Miscellaneous Testing Level 5 150.00
3022 | Quantitated Drugs in Biological Specimens 140.00
3023 | Immunoassay per test 30.00
3024 | Electrolytes (SMAG6) 45.00
Code | Evidence Receiving Fee

4001 Evidence Registration/Case 18.00
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