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ANNUAL REPORT 1983-1984-1985
BEXAR COUNTY MEDICAL EXAMINER

1983

TOTAL NUMBER OF CASES INVESTIGATED...... sneee3501
JURISDICTION WAIVED..... cesrsrsasasssareacan ..1901
CASES ACCEPTED...vveveeacaans cesessnennn seesan 1600
ME CASES BROUGHT INTO OFFICE....cececeneas es..1543
DEATH CERTIFICATES ONLY..+ccceeanaaa seeseans <« 57
TOTAL 1600

AUTOPSIES. i avevesncnecen essssesnresans vesrssaals9009
INSPECTIONS. s savsss T teeses.b634
DEATH CERTIFICATES ONLY...vvvenecnaans trereenen 57
TOTAL 1600

SCENE INVESTIGATIONS....... cssecsenensarraarans 330

CREMATION CERTIFICATES ISSUED..cteernvessnosessasd27

STORAGE CASES....ces s s eesecanessnaesscas s 42

TOTALX_RAYS TAKEN‘...QDQIIIIIf -------- LR NI SR R A ) -

1984 1285
3909 4021
2331 2388
1578 1633
1530 1596
48 37
1578 1633
964 1061
566 535
48 37
1578 1633
355 364
496 547
41 55
- 976




. SUMMARY OF MEDICAL EXAMINER CASES

1985
Percentage
Total cases Number Autopsied Autopsied (%)
Homicides 301 (18.4%) - 300 99
Suicides - 163 (10.0%) 122 76
Accident 419 (25.7%) 344 82
Natural 719 (44.0%) 267 37
Undetermined 30 (1.8%) . 27 90
Unclassified 1 (0.1%) 1 100
TOTAL 1633  100% 1061 652
1984
Homicides 259 (16.4%) 259 100
. Suicides 164 (10.4%) 112 68
Accident 374 (23.7%) 282 76
Natural 753 (47.7%) 285 38
Undetermined 24  (1.5%) 23 86
Unclassified 4 (0.4%) 3 _15
VTOTAL 1578 100% 964 61%
1983
Homicides 253 {15.8%) 253 160
Suicides 176 (11.0%) 109 62
Accident 384 (24.0%) 274 71
Natural 751 (46.9%) 240 32
Undetermined 30 {1.9%) 29 97
Unclassified 6 (0.4%) __ 4 67
. TOTAL 1600 100% 909 57%




. MANNER OF DEATH IN "DEATH CERTIFICATE ONLY" CASES *

19083 1984 1985
AccidentS.veeeeeennnanorans 32 34 26
NaturalS..veveceoaoonnoas ceal2 13 10
Undetermined........ cresenanl 0 1
Unclassified...... e 1 1 _0

TOTAL 57 48 37

*These are medical examiner cases which were not
reported to this office but were only detected
when the death certificates were filed with the
bureau of vital statistics.

OUT OF CQUNTY CASES - FEE-FOR-SERVICE CASES

OUT-OF-COUNTY FEE~-FOR-SERVICE TOTAL
1983 85 5 90
1984 88 7 95
1985 110 6 116

MANNER OF DEATH: (OUT-OF-COUNTY) 1985

Homicide...eovuaaeenen cressasesanennn 45
Suicidescceeeranaee B N ¢
Accident....ecea.. tessetnssssesnenalb
Natural..eeeeeornne -1

Undetermined. . vveeeeeeocenossssasesnad

. TOTAL 110




. HOMICIDES BY METHOD
1983 1584 1985
Firearms 143 (56.5%) 131 (50.6%) 169 (56.1%)
Knife 60 (23.7%) 60 (23.2%) 60 (20.0%)
Blunt Force 25  (9.8%) 26 (10.0%) 25 (8.3%)
Hit & Run 14 (5.6%) 29 (11.2%) 32 (10.7%)
Burns 2 (0.8%) 2 (0.7%) 4 (1.3%)
(Fire, Scalding)
Asphyxia 6 (2.4%) g8 (3.1%) 9 (3.0%)
. Undetermined 0 0 1 (0.3%)
Other** 3 (1.2%) 3 (1.20%) 1 (0.3%)
TOTAL 253  (100%) 259 {100%) 301 (100%)

**In 1983, all were motor vehicle deaths. In 1984,
one was due to a heart attack during a robbery, one fresh
water drowning, and one malnutrition and dehydration. In
1985, there was an overdose of insulin.




. HOMICIDES BY FIREARM: TYPE OF WEAPON

1983 1984 1985
Handgun 112 (78.3%) 87 (67.0%) 125  (71.0%)
Rifle
Centerfire 6 (4.2%) 2 (1.5%) 14 (8.5%)
Rimfire 4 (2.8%) 12 (9.0%) 6 (3.4%)
Shotgun 17 (11.9%) 7 (5.0%) 14 (8.0%)
Unknown 4  (2.8%) 23 (17.5%) 16 (9.1%)

TOTAL 143 {(100%)} 131 (100%) 175*%  (100%)

*In five cases more than one weapon was used.

. CALIBER OF.HANDGUNS USED IN HOMICIDE
Caliber 1983 1984 1985
.38/.357 52 49 43
.22 30 18 ' | 36
.25 13 8 21
.32 6 6 14
9 mm 2 2 5
.45 ACP 3 2 i
A4 ' 2 ' 1 0
.380 ACP 3 | 1 4
.41 _1 0 _1

TOTAL 112 87 125%*
. * More than one handgun was used in several cases.




HOMICIDES BY FIREARM: PLACE OF DEATH

1984 1985

Residence 45 ) 67

Street/Sidewalk 26 23

Baxr/Lounge 8 17

Parking Lot 8 12

Building 10 9

(Rural area) Field 7 17

Inside Vehicle 11 18

Unknown 16 | _ 6

. TOTAL 131 169




. , VICTIMS OF HOMICIDES

AGE (¥rs) Number of Cases

1983 1984 1985

1 0 0 2
1 5 4 5 NO. OF CASES
2 -5 1 1 6 1983 1984 1985
6 - 10 0 0 2  Male 215 214 241
11 - 15 2 6 7 Female _38 _45 _60
16 - 19 18 25 33 TOTAL 253 259 301
20's 88 86 101
. 30's 60 69 78 NO. OF CASES
40's 44 30 35 1983 1984 1985
50's 21 20 18 White 212 225 266
60's 10 7 5 Negro - 38 33 34
70's 2 2 6 Oriental __ 3 1 1
80's 2 0 1 TOTAL 253 259 301
90's 0 0 1
UNKNOWN 0 s 1
TOTAL 253 259 301
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. BLOOD ALCOHOL CONCENTRATIONS OF HOMICIDE VICTIMS

Blood Alcochol (g/dl)} Number of Cases

1983 1984 1985

Negative 99 76 84
.01-.049 19 28 47
.05-.099 22 27 20
.10-.149 23 32 26
.15-,199 36 39 39
.20~.249 29 27 32
.25-.299 11 15 8

‘l’ .30 & up _14 _ 6 7
TOTAL 253 250 263

NO. AND PERCENTAGE OF INDIVIDUALS LEGALLY INTOXICATED

(0.10 g/dl or greater)

1983 .. 0eecnaanns 113 (44.6%)
1984 . civnnnennn .119 (45.9%)
1985 . cueennnns ..112 (42.6%)
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. _ SUICIDES BY METHOD

1983 1984 1985
Firearm 98 96 95
Firearm and hanging 0 1 0
Drugs/Chemicals 41 19 21
Hanging 21 30 22
Carbon Monoxide 8 8 12
Jumping 1 1 0
Jumped in front of vehicle 0 1 2
Fire 3. 0 3
Plastic bag over head 3 | 0 0

o Train 0 2 1
Knife 0 3 4
Drowning 1 2 1
Electrocution 0 1 0
Asphyxia -0 _0 2
TOTAL 176 164 163
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. ‘ SUICIDES BY FIREARM: TYPE OF WEAPON

1983 1984 1985
Handgun 69 80 €3
Rifle

Centerfire 7 1 8
Rimfire 11 7 9
Shotgun 7 9 i5
Derringer 0 0 1
Unknown 4 0 0
TOTAL 98 97 96%

*One person used two weapons, a shotgun and a handgun.

CALIBER OF HANDGUNS USED IN SUICIDES

Caliber Number of cases

1983 1984 1985

.38/.357 27 35 30

S 22 20 20 17
.32 5 7 5

.25 10 10 8

.44 1 0 2

.45 2 4 0

9mm 3 4 0
.380ACP 1 0 1

() TOTAL 69 80 63
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SUICIDES: (GUNSHOT WOUND CASES}

PLACE OF DEATH 1984 1985

Residence 77 82
Inside vehicle 9 7
Parking lot 3 1
Rural area (field) 7 4
Building 1 1

TOTAL 97 95
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. _ SUICIDES

Month of Occurence

1983 1984 1985 1983 1984 1985
JAN 14 16 10 JUL 14 17 i9
FEB 13 8 15 AUG 21 11 12
MAR 13 14 12 SEP 11 11 11
APR 15 17 12 OCT 14 16 12
- MAY 12 19 14 NOV 18 6 12
JUN 15 17 17 DEC 15 12 17
@
cases
AGE 1983 1984 1985 Casges
15 1 1 0 1983 1984 1985
15-19 20 18 8 White 168 156 161
20's 39 44 49 Negro 7 8‘ 1
30's 39 31 36 Oriental __ 1 _ 0 1
40's 16 13 22 TOTAL 176 164 163
50's 20 18 13
60's 19 20 17 Cases
70's 12 8 14 1983 1984 1985
80's 10 2 4 Male 138 121 127
90's 0 3 0 Female 38 43 36
. TOTAL 176 164 163 TOTAL 176 164 163
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. | TEENAGE SUICIDES

Number of Cases

1983 1984 1985

Firearms 12 9 5

Hanging 6 7 3

Drugs 3 2 0

Drowning Y 1 0

TOTAL 21 19 8

@
1984 1985 1984 1985
White 17 8 Male 16 8
Negro 2 0 Female _3 0
Oriental 0 Y TOTAL 19 8
TOTAL 19 8
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. CHILD HOMICIDES: 0-5 YEARS OF AGE

W/M W/F N/M N/F TOTAL
1984 1 1 1 2 5
1985 9 4 0 0 13

CAUSE OF DEATH -~ CHILD HOMICIDES

1984 1985
Craniocerebral injuries 0 1

Multiple injuries 0 2

Blunt Force 2 5

. Scalding 0 2
Stab wound 0 1

Asphyxia 2 - 1

Gunshot wound(s) 1 1

TOTAL 5 13

SUDDEN INFANT DEATH SYNDROME

1984 1985 1984 1985
WHITE 32 23 MALE 26 16
NEGRO 4 2 FEMALE 10 9
ORIENTAL 0 0 TOTAL 36 25
. TOTAL 36 25
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. MOTQOR VEHICLE FATALITIES - 1985
BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS
MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS (Total 92)
DRUGS TOTAL NOT GRAND
NEG. *A1.C, DRUGS *& ALC, TESTED TESTED TOTAL M
Fault 17{26.9) 33(52.4) 3(4.8) 10(15.9) 63 3 66 50
Not at 10(40) 6(24) 4(16) 5(20) 25 1 26 18
fault : 88 4 2 68
MOTORCYCLE DRIVERS (Total 22)
DRUGS TOTAL NOT GRAND
NEG. *ALC. DRUGS. *g ALC. TESTED TESTED TOTAL M
Fault 4(26.7) 7(46.7) 1(6.6) 3(20) 15 2 17 17
Not at 1(25) 2(50) 0 1(25) 4 1 5 5
fault 19 3 22 22
PEDESTRIANS (Total 43) (6 under 16 years old)
DRUGS TOTAL NOT GRAND
NEG. AT.C, DRUGS & ALC. TESTED TESTED TOTAL “g
. 17(42.5) 18(45) 2(5) 3(7.5) 40 3 43 31
BICYCLIST (Total 5) (2 under 16 years old)
DRUGS TOTAT, NOT GRAND
NEG. ALC. DRUGS & ALC, TESTED TESTED TOTAL _ﬂ
2(40) 3(60) 0 0 5 0 5 5
PASSENGERS (Total 49) (10 under 16 years old)
DRUGS TOTAL NOT GRAND
NEG. ALC. DRUGS & ALC, TESTED TESTED TOTAL M
12(28.6) 18(42.8) 5(11.9) 7(16.7) 42 7 49 29
TOTAIL, MVA FATALITIES -~ 211
TOTAL MVA DRIVERS WITH LESS THAN .05 MEAN ALCOHOL - 12
TOTAL MVA DRIVERS WITH .05-.099 MEAN ALCOHOL 3
TOTAL MVA DRIVERS WITH ,10-.199 MEAN ALCOHOL 25
TOTAL MVA DRIVERS WITH ,20~.299 MEAN ALCOHOL 24
TOTAL MVA DRIVERS WITH .30 & UP MEAN ALCOHOL 3
*MEAN ALCOHOL IN DRIVERS - 0.1921%
MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS WEARING SEAT BELTS: YES EQ UNK.
7 72 13
. MOTORCYCLE DRIVERS WEARING HELMETS: YES _'N_(_)- UNK.
8 14 0

Numbers in parenthesis are percents of total tested.
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. BLOOD ALCOHOIL CONCENTRATIONS OF PEDESTRIANS

ALL PEDESTRIANS HIT-AND~RUN NON HIT-AND-RUN

1983 1984 1985 1983 1984 1985 1983 1984 1985

No analysis

perforned 7 17 3 0 3 2 7 14 1

Negative 11 18 21 3 5 6 8 13 15
.01-.049 1 4 4 1 2 2 0 2 2
.05-.099 2 4 2 0 2 1 2 2 1
.10-.149 2 8 5 0 37 2 2 5 3

. .15-.199 3 6 5 2 3 3 1 3 2
.20-.249 6 4 3 3 1 0 3 3 3
.25-.299 1 3 2 1 2 0 o 1 2

.30 & UP 2 2 4 1 2 2 1 o 2

TOTAL 35 66 49 11 23 18 24 43 31
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. DEATHS DUE TO DRUGS/TOXIC SUBSTANCES

1983 1984 1985
HERCIN 8 7 15
NARCOTICS (Otherx 4 1 2
than heroin)
TRICYCLIC 16 6 13
Antidepressants
PROPOXYPHENE 9 2 2
MIXED DRUGS 17 7 9
BARBITURATES 4 1 3
COCAINE 2 - 1
ETHYL AIL.COHOL 3 2 2
co 12 9 14
OTHER 2 13 12
TOTAL 84 48 73
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. MEDICAL EXAMINER TOXICOLOGY WORKLOAD

Cases Tests
1983 1527 7056
1984 1519 7898
1985 1553 8339

INSTRUMENTAL BREAKDOWN OF TESTS

GC/MS GC TLC UV FAA  OTHER
1983 675 3106 2503 - —— 772
1984 1131 3257 2601 111 200 598
1985 1216 3497 2860 119 225 422
SPECIFIC TOXICOLOGY TESTS PERFORMED
. 1983 1984 1985
Alcohols 1843 1952 2063
Basic Drug 1645 1685 1824
Screen
Acid Drug 1301 1351 1423
Screen
Neutral Drug 1295 1342 1429
Screen
Narcotic 317 481 306
Screen
CcoO 131 125 119
SMAG 119 160 162
Volatiles 43 55 32
THC 85 248 360
Blood Typing 255 229 217
Cultures - 29 7
. GS/Residue - 200 218
Other 22 41 58
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. _ CRIME LABORATORY - 1985

FIREARMS
TEST FIRES...uesocecensn O T 1Y
COMPARISCONS..va s es trsssecsrrranns ..206
SERIAL NUMBER RESTORATIONS...... eeae.4b

QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS*

TOTAL CASES. i vanses P
EXHIBITS EXAMINED..ueveeewsseveseses.2134

*This section began functioning April 19, 1985.

SEROLOGY
. TOTAL CASES.eeesssesssnsacsnsvsassal002
TOTAL ITEMS . eeesonen Cecessnecenese2972

TOTAL TESTSI.‘IIIII...‘..........12’138

SEIZED DRUGS IDENTIFICATION

TOTAL CASES..uicosscscsssssnssssnessl2353

POTAL TESTS.eeeevevsssscsssnnosassa4356

TOTAL DRUGS DESTROYED. ... o040 «..4048
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BUDGET

FISCAL YEAR

1984 ...t innrisienenseanns $871,481

1985----.oo-oooooo.-o--$1’O47’978

1986..... cs s s cveneenn $1,184,283
INCOME OF OFFICE

YEAR

1983 ..o reennnns +v++5109,863

1984, ...t sanennereeasa$128,214

1985-00000.l-.!c----c-ooo$208,421
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