
BEXAR COUNTY FIRE MARSHAL’S OFFICE • 9810 SOUTHTON RD., SAN ANTONIO, TX 78223
 

Retail Fireworks Site Application, Permitting and Inspection Process

In June 2017, a new law, HB3907 passed in the Texas legislature and changed the fee structure for the inspection of 
retail fireworks site.  Due to this new law, the Bexar County Commissioners Court approved a revised fee structure 
for the permitting and inspection of retail fireworks sites in the unincorporated areas of Bexar County.  Bexar County 
has adopted the 2015 International Fire Code and 2015 InternationalBuilding Code as well as local amendments to 
these codes.  The Bexar County Fire Code also requires permits for temporary structures.  Retail fireworks stands are 
considered temporary structures by the Bexar County Fire Code and are required to be permitted as such.  The fee 

schedule pertaining to temporary structures and retail fireworks site inspections is as follows:

There are the ten (10) simple steps to obtain a temporary structure permit and receive a fire and life safety inspection 
for a Retail Fireworks Site in Unincorporated Bexar County.  Retail fireworks sites can include Mega/Superstores and/or 
permanent stand buildings, however these are not temporary structures so a temporary structure permit will not be issued. 

Application/Permitting Steps (the application and permitting process is now all online):
	 1.	 Visit www.MyGovernmentOnline.org (First time users will need to click the Create Account link).
		  FOR HELP AND CUSTOMER SUPPORT, PLEASE CALL 866-957-3764.
	 2.	 Once your account is created and you are logged in, select the Permits & Licensing button.
	 3.	 Select Apply Online.
	 4.	 From the drop down lists, select Texas for the State; select Bexar County for the Jurisdiction; and select
		  Operational Permits under the Project Type then select Next.
	 5.	 Select Get Started on a New Application (Each Retail Fireworks Site address will need its own application.  A retail
		  fireworks site may have multiple stands/buildings, including Mega/Superstores & permanent stands on it.)
	 6.	 Select the sales period under the Application Type drop down then select Next.
	 7.	 Complete the remainder of the fields as required and submit your application.
	 8.	 Once you submit applications for all your Retail Fireworks Sites, your application will be reviewed by Bexar
		  County Fire Marshal personnel, your permit and inspections fees will be calculated and your application will be
		  approved or rejected based on your responses to the application questions.
	 9.	 Payment must be made in person by check, cash or money order made payable to the Bexar County Clerk and
		  brought to the Bexar County Fire Marshal’s Office.  The total amount due will be provided by fire marshal
		  personnel based on responses to the application questions.
	 10.	 Once applications have been received and payment has been made, an Retail Fireworks Site inspection will be
		  scheduled once the structure(s) are in place and the product has been stocked on the shelves.
		  It is the stand operator’s responsibility to ensure that the site has been permitted by the BCFMO prior to opening
		  to the public.  Your inspection will be scheduled once payment has been made and permit issued. *
			   * If you are ready for inspection and an inspector has not visited your site, please call 210-335-0300
			   and press option 9 and speak to the receptionist.

The diagram below shows the temporary structure fee and inspection fees for a typical stand setup:
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2. Building Permit Fees 
The fee is for processing approved building plans and will be paid at the time of plans submission.  The process includes issuing the building permit and 
a minimum of three construction site visits and/or inspections. 

 
Commercial/Public Access projects with a total valuation of less than $6,250.00 will pay a flat fee of $200.00. 
Commercial/Public Access projects with a total valuation over $6,250.01 will use the following table: 

Project Valuation: Plan review-Base Fee: Plan review-Admin fee: Permit - Base Fee: Permit Inspection Fees: 

$6,250.01 up to 
$12,500.00 

$42.43 for the first $6,250.  $26.27 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $6,2500.01 

$371.28 for the first 
$6.250.  

$20.49 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $6.250.00 

$12,500.01 up to 
$25,000.00 

$74.25 for the first 
$12,500. 

$16.94 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $12,500.01 

$445.53 for the first 
$12,500. 

$18.59 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $12,500.01 

$25,000.01 up to 
$50,000.00 

$129.94 for the first 
$25,000. 

$10.93 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $25,000.01 

$556.92 for the first 
$25,000. 

$16.80 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $25,000.01 

$50,000.01 up to 
$150,000.00 

$227.40 for the first 
$50,000. 

$7.04 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $50,000.01 

$723.99 for the first 
$50,000. 

$15.07 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $50,000.01 

$150,000.01 up to 
$300,000.00 

$397.96 for the first 
$150,000. 

$4.54 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $150,000.01 

$977.39 for the first 
$150,000. 

$13.39 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $150,000.01 

$300,000.01 up to 
$600,000.00 

$696.43 for the first 
$300,000. 

$2.93 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $300,000.01 

$1,368.35 for the first 
$300,000 

$11.77 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $300,000.01 

$600,000.01 up to 
$1,200,000.00 

$1,218.76 for the first 
$600,000. 

$1.89 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $600,000.01 

$1,984.11 for the first 
$600,000. 

$10.18 per $1000. of fraction of 
the value over $600,000.01 

$1,200,000.01 up to 
$2,400,000.00 

$2,132.85 for the first 
$1,200,000. 

$1.22 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $1,200,000.01 

$3,273.78 for the first 
$1,200,000. 

$8.67 per $1000. of fraction of 
the value over $1,200,000.01 

$2,400,000.01 up to 
$4,800,000.00 

$3,732.48 for the first 
$2,400,000. 

$.78 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $2,400,000.01 

$5,729.11 for the first 
$2,400,000. 

$7.20 per $1000. of fraction of 
the value over $2,400,000.01 

$4,8000,000.01 up to 
$9,600,000.00 

$6,531.84 for the first 
$4,800,000. 

$.51 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $4,800,000.01 

$10,598.87 for the 
first $4,800,000. 

$5.78 per $1000. of fraction of 
the value over $4,800,000.01 

$9,600,000.01 up to 
$19,200,000.00 

$11,430.72 for the first 
$9,600,000. 

$.33 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $9,600,000.01 

$20,667.80 for the 
first $9,600,000. 

$4.41 per $1000. of fraction of 
the value over $9,600,000.01 

$19,200,000.01 up to  
$ 38,400,000.00 

$20,003.78 for the first 
$19,200,000. 

$.21 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $19,200,000.01 

$40,302.21 for the 
first $19,200,000. 

$3.10 per $1000 or fraction of 
the value over $19,200,000.01 

$38,400,000.01 and 
over 

$35,006.61 for the first 
$38,400,000. 

$.13 per $1000. or fraction of 
the value over $38,400,000.01 

$52,392.88 for the 
first $38,400,000. 

$1.83 per $1000 or fraction of 
the value over $38,400,000.01 

 A separate building permit is required for each structure or building to be built.  New Cellular Sites are regulated as a new building project. 
 
3. Final Inspection and Certificate of Occupancy Fees       $150.00 
 The fee is for the final inspection of each completed building, processing, and issuing the Certificate of Occupancy.  This fee is paid at the time 
 building plans are submitted for review. 
 
4. Permit Renewals         $125.00 + 25% of original permit fee 
 This fee is for permits that have not expired and are being renewed for an additional 180 day time period.  If permit has expired, submittal of  
 original permit fee is required to renew permit. 
 
5. Public School Discount         Total Permit Fee (less) 10% 
 New public school construction projects will receive a 10% discount.  Renovations, alterations, and modification will be charged regular fees. 
 
 

Other Commercial/Pubic Access Building Permits and Fees 
 
1.  Temporary Certificate of Occupancy        $500.00 
  If circumstances warrant, the Fire Marshal may grant limited use of a structure or portion of a building under permit, provided the area has been 

inspected and found to be in compliance with the adopted Fire and Building Codes.  A written request (accompanied by a floor plan drawing) must be 
submitted by the contractor or the owner’s representative indicating the area of the building requested to be occupied.  All required fire protection 
systems, as indicated on the original building permit, must be fully operational and tested.  This fee must accompany the written request.  This TCO is 
valid for 90 days, and a final Certificate of Occupancy must be obtained within this 90 day period. 

 
2.  Temporary Structure Permits       400 - 750 sq. ft. = $75.00 
           More than 750 sq. ft. = $75.00 + $.025 sq. ft. 
  This fee is for registration of temporary structures (tents, air supported structures, canopies, construction trailers, retail fireworks stands, etc.).  An 

inspection of the structure is also required to ensure compliance with the adopted Fire Code requirements. An additional Fire/Safety 
Inspection fee will be assessed for the inspection (refer to fee below).  Valid for up to 365 days (1 yr.).   

 
3. Modular/Mobile Structure Installation Permit       $520.00 

  This fee is for the installation of a mobile or modular structure that will be used for commercial or public access purposes.  It will include the plan review 
of the structure and inspection after installation to ensure the structure meets the intent of the adopted Fire Code.  This is for mobile/modular structures 
that will be used for greater than 365 days (1 yr.). 
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7.  Mass Gathering Permit Processing/Inspection      $200.00 
  This fee is for the processing of a mass gathering permit application, the required site inspection, and the processing of the associated documents 

required to obtain Commissioners Court approval to conduct a Mass Gathering as required by State Law.  If application for a mass gather is not 
submitted 45 days in advance of the event, fees will be doubled. 

 
 
 

Fireworks and Explosives Permits and Fees
 
1.  Retail Fireworks Site Inspections     less than 25,000 sq. ft $100.00 + $25 ea. addl. bldg. 
          25,000-99,999 sq. ft  $200.00 + $25 ea. addl. bldg. 
          100,000 sq. ft or more $300.00 + $25 ea. addl. bldg. 

This fee is for the inspection of retail fireworks sites (stands and indoor sites) to ensure compliance with the adopted Fire Code and Texas Occupations 
Code 2154.2025(c) and minimum safety standards adopted by the state.  This fee is only charged once per calendar year for each retail fireworks site.  
If several retail fireworks stands are chained together to form one continuous stand, each stand will count as an additional building. 

 
2.  Pyrotechnic/Flame Effects Authorization      $125.00 (per event) 
  The fee is for the review of a proposed pyrotechnics or flame effect display, inspection of the proposed display site, and to verify the Pyrotechnician or 

Flame Effect Operators’ license.  This fee is applicable for any public or private fireworks display utilizing any class of regulated fireworks or flame 
effects devices.  The fee does not include the fees for a Fire Watch that may be required by the Fire Marshal. 

 
3.  Blasters License          
  This fee is for the processing, testing, and associated background investigation of an proposed explosive licensee.  The fee includes the issuance of a 

blasters license. 
    Basic (quarry blasting operations; blasting in large, isolated areas)     $200.00 (annual) 
    Intermediate (Basic + septic system blasting, swimming pool blasting (no structures within 500’), and similar small blasts) $250.00 (annual) 
    Advanced (Intermediate + specialty blasting close to habitable structures)    $300.00 (annual) 
 
4.  Explosives Storage Permit        $250.00 (annual) 
  This fee is for the review of a proposed explosives storage building or container and site inspection to ensure compliance with the adopted Fire Code.  
 
5.  Special Storage Permit – (for items listed in the Fire Code as “Prohibited Explosives – Nitroglycerine, etc)  $500.00 (annual)   
 
6.  Quarry Operational Permit        $500.00 (annual) 
  This fee is for the authorization of a quarry operation permit requiring the use of explosives, and blasting operations.  All quarry operations are subject 

to review of blasting statistical reports if citizen complaints are registered. 
 
7.  Explosives Excavation Permit        $200.00 (valid for 60 days)  
  This fee is to evaluate the plans, licenses of contractors, site inspections and authorize the use of explosives for construction related projects.  These 

include swimming pool excavations, utilities installation, site leveling, and all short term projects requiring explosives use.  
 

Miscellaneous Fees
 
1.  Consultation Fee          $125.00/hr-2 hr. minimum 
  This fee will be assessed for preliminary review of construction plans or other consultations with architects, engineers, contractors, and sub- 
  contractors.  This fee will also be assessed when an on-site consultation is requested or required. 
 
2.  Research Fees          $100.00 per hr-2 hr. minimum 
  This fee shall be applied to all written requests made to the Fire Marshal’s Office for site assessments which require research of various Bexar County 

records and documents to determine the status of an identified property.  
 
3.  Impact Fees         Direct Costs 
  An impact fee will be applied to all projects where the County must incur costs to prepare for a new construction project.  This includes costs related to 

training personnel to conduct both fire prevention and construction related inspections, purchase of new tools and equipment necessary to perform 
inspections and tests under new standards, and the purchase of new or updated codes and standards necessary to review construction and fire 
protection system plans. 

 
4.  Returned Check Fee      $50.00 service fee by FMO + $25.00 return check fee by Bexar County  
 
All permits include a 4.0% Technology Improvement Surcharge. 

BOARDING HOME FACILITY FEES

1.  Permit Fee         $1,000.00 per building 
This fee is for the initial application review of a Boarding Home Facility permit request.  It includes the review of the boarding home facility floor plan, the 
initial facility inspection, and the administrative fees for processing and issuing the certificate of occupancy. 
 

2.  Reinstatement of Suspended Permit Fee       $750.00 per building 
This fee shall be for the investigation and inspection to reinstate a Boarding Home Facility permit that has been previously suspended.   
 

3.  Permit Renewal Fee         $1,000.00 (annual) per building 
This fee is for the annual renewal of a previously issued Boarding Home Facility permit. 
 

4.  Inspection Fee         $75.00 per building 
This fee will be assessed for all fire inspections conducted by the Bexar County Fire Marshal’s Office personnel of a boarding home facility to ensure a 
building or occupancy is in compliance with the adopted Fire Code, State Laws and Commissioner’s Court Orders.  This fee is applicable for each 
building inspected. 
 

5.  Re-Inspection Fee          $100.00 per building 
This fee will be assessed for each reinspection required to bring a previously identified fire hazard or health and safety related problem into compliance 

Inspection fee (per calendar year): $100
Temporary Structure Permit (per sales period): $75

Total fees: $175

Inspection fee (addl. bldg, per calendar year): $25
Temporary Structure Permit (per sales period): $75

Total fees: $100

TWO STANDS LINKED TOGETHER:

Inspection fee (per calendar year): $100
Temporary Structure Permit (per sales period): $75

Total fees: $175

Inspection fee (addl. bldg, per calendar year): $25
Temporary Structure Permit (per sales period): $75

Total fees: $100

Inspection fee (addl. bldg, per calendar year): $25
Temporary Structure Permit (per sales period): $75

Total fees: $100

THREE STANDS LINKED TOGETHER:

Inspection fee (per calendar year): $100
Temporary Structure Permit (per sales period): $75

Total fees: $175

A SINGLE STAND:


