

Bexar County Historical Commission
Bexar County Courthouse
100 Dolorosa 
San Antonio, Texas 78205


May 14, 2018 MINUTES—BEXAR COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

Members Present 
[bookmark: _Hlk486039192]Felix Almaraz, Ph.D.  
Francis X. Galan, Ph.D.
Amy Porter, Ph.D. 
Paul Ringenbach, Ph.D.
Angelica Docog
Mickey Killian   
Clinton McKenzie 
Corky Rubio 
Carey Latimore, Ph.D. Vice-Chair
Tim Draves, Chair

Members unable to attend
Linda Salvucci, Ph.D.   
Francine Rowden 
Mario Salas

Associate Members Present
[bookmark: _Hlk486039457]Brother Edward Loch 
Frank Faulkner  
Gary Houston  

Associate Members unable to attend
Scott Baird, Ph.D.
Jose Jimenez
Brian McBeth 

County Staff
[bookmark: _GoBack]Juliette Moke

Guests
Amy Jo Baker, Ph.D.
Patti Zaiontz


A. Meeting called to order at 12:01

B. Discussion and Approval of Plan of Work: Budget for 2018-2019
1. Mission Heritage Partners restore Mission San Francisco Solano records—Almaraz	 $ 7,000 
2. Cemeteries—Baird	 								$ 1,000 
3. Research  travel stipends—Docog	 						$ 2,000 
4. Congress of Historical Associations Follow up—Draves				$ 1,500 
5. History Day—Galan & Porter	 						$ 1,200 
6. TSHA Annual meeting exhibit hall—Galan & Salas	 				$ 2,500 
7. History of Aviation in Bexar Booklet—Houston & Ringenbach			$ 3,500 
8. Bexar County History Symposium—Latimore					$12,000 
9. Oral History Interviews, Transcription, Archive—Latimore	 			$ 6,000 
10. Real Places Texas Historical Commission—McKenzie (Reynolds)	  		$1,200 
11. HemisFair 68@Fifty   Businesses the Fair made—Rubio	  			$2,000 
12. Casa Navarro Scholarship—Rubio							$1,500 
13. Tenth Grade  World Heritage Site Curricula—Salvucci				$2,000
										Total $43,400

C. Discussion and Approval of Allocations for Work for 2017-2018
1. Alamo Mission Chapter for restoration of its scrapbooks—Almaraz  		$3,000 
2. Friends of Texana/Genealogy for digitalization of Bexar CHC minutes—Faulkner	$2,110
3. Texas Air Museum--Kennedy exhibit School of Aerospace Medicine—Houston  	$2,400 
4. Texas Archeological Socity Annual meeting sponsorship—McKenzie (Reynolds) 	  $500 
5. BCHC Table Skirt for exhibits and promotions— Rubio  				  $700 
Total   $8,710  

NOTES:  
Item 2: Friends of Texana-Genealogy proposed a project for the digitizing Bexar County Historical Commission meeting minutes from January 2010 through September 2017, that includes the purchase of necessary equipment.
Item 4:  Texas Archaeological Society annual meeting will be in San Antonio from October 26 to October 28, and the sponsorship will support a session. 

D. Guest Comments:  Amy Jo Baker, Ph.D., requested support from the BCHC for two historical markers under the Untold Story category, the San Antonio National Cemetery and the Ft. Sam Houston national Cemetery. They planned dedication date is November 11, 2019. 
Dr. Baker will do the research and submit applications, and she noted that the THC and both cemeteries approve project. Members and associates agreed that the BCHC will assist as needed.

E. Meeting Adjourned at 1:35 





ADDENDUM

Plan of Work 
Line Item Description and Justification
for
Bexar County Historical Commission
2018/2019
Submitted by
Tim Draves, Chair
May 22, 2018

1. Mission Heritage Partners restore Mission San Francisco Solano and Mission San Antonio de Valero records 	
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Almaraz	 $7,000 
Project Description:  The Catholic Archdiocese of San Antonio has an unfinished restoration of the oldest compilation of baptismal records dating back to Mission San Francisco Solano in  1703. In 1718, the Mission San Antonio de Valero received the records and continued to expand the documents.
The project of restoration and stabilization (nearly three-fourths remain to be completed) needs to be continued to preserve the heritage of the Mission San Antonio de Valero.
The History Shop will perform the restoration.
Justification: Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 318, directs CHCs to create countywide awareness and appreciation of historic preservation and its benefits and uses. 

Deliverables: The rescued set of documents will allow scholars to delve deeper into the cultural heritage of Bexar resulting in the  growth in the community’s  understanding of the unique character of Bexar.

2. Cemeteries—$1,000             
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Baird
Project Description: Maintain the Historical Commission’s long record of preserving and protecting the county’s cemeteries and monuments.
Justification: Commission Bylaws require the Cemetery Committee to gather information on Bexar cemeteries, convey information to community, and help owners apply for Historic Texas Cemetery designation. Funding will cover expenses of creating a database archive with GPS locations, digitalization, and preservation.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE, TITLE 10., Subtitle B. Chapter 318., Subchapter A. County Historical Commission Sec. 318.0102.  Leadership And Training: “The commission should strive to be represented at informational or educational meetings sponsored by the Texas Historical Commission at least twice each year.”
Deliverables: The Cemeteries committee in the past year followed up on a number of incidents of cemetery desecration and sent a volunteer to Texas Historical Commission cemetery workshop.  The allocation will continue that work.

3. Research travel stipends-	$2,000
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Docog	 
Project Description: Researchers intending to access Bexar history at archives and other records depositories in the county can request travel reimbursement.  
Justification: Texas Historical Commission directs that CHC appointees manage educational projects and events each year,
Deliverables: Awards particularly focus on projects with likelihood of publication, hence, increased scholarship on the county’s heritage will result as research results in academic presentations, research papers, and dissertations.

4. Congress of Historical Associations Follow-up--$1,500	
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Draves	 
Project Description: More than sixty historical associations and societies operate in Bexar County with little to no coordination of effort. 
Historical Commission Bylaws require the History Appreciation Committee to cooperate with various historic associations and the requested funding will promote participation in a county-wide meeting of history associations to explore interest in increased communication, efficiency, and coordination among groups.

On June 2, 2018, San Antonio Conservation Society hosted the first meeting with over 45 attendees at the Historic Bexar County Court House.  The funds for 2018/2019 represent a  partial sponsorship of subsequent meetings.
Justification: Historical Commission Bylaws require the History Appreciation Committee to cooperate with various historic associations 
Deliverables: Increased community visibility for Bexar County Historical Commission as well as the resulting projects of the Congress history organizations.

5. National History Day 
Chairman’s Project Assignment:	Galan & Porter	 $1,277 
Project Description: The Texas State Historical Association sponsors the National History Day contest for Texas middle and high school students. Texas A&M University—San Antonio will host the regional contest in February 2019, and students will address the theme “Triumph and Tragedy in History.” Those entries that compete with research projects based on Bexar history will receive educational assistance awards provided by this budget item.

2018 NHD Proposed Expenditures
Medals with ribbons - $560 
Trophies - $468
BCHC Award-$49
Bexar County Historical Commission scholarship award-- $200 
$1277  
Justification: Texas Historical Commission directs that CHC appointees manage educational projects and events each year. The allocation is a continuation from FY 2017/2018 when the expenditure totaled $1277.
Deliverables: increased awareness of Bexar County’s dedication to education regarding heritage and cultural resources in the community.
	
6. TSHA Annual Meeting Exhibit Hall Table 	$2,500
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Galan & Salas	 
Project Description: The Texas State Historical Association Annual Meeting in Corpus Christi in March 2019 offers another opportunity to promote Bexar resources such as its archives, museums, and research libraries to university history professors from across the state. 
At San Marcos Texas in March 2018 over eighty historians visited the BCHC exhibit table.  The exposure to our county’s resources has been deemed estimable by Commission members.
Funding will cover expenses for exhibit space rental, travel, display materials
Justification: Texas Historical Commission directs that CHC appointees manage educational projects and events each year,
Deliverables: Increased awareness of Bexar County’s dedication to scholarship and education regarding heritage and cultural resources in the community. Increased use of archival resources for research projects that focus on projects with likelihood of publication, hence, increased scholarship on the county’s heritage will result as research results in academic presentations, research papers, and dissertations.

7. Military History in Bexar Booklet	$3,500.
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Houston & Ringenbach	 
Project Description: The commission intends to produce a companion piece to the Historical Markers of Bexar County brochure in published in 2012.
While volunteer time will be used to write and format the text, design and photography may well require professional services. Further the allocation will cover expenses related to publication, print, and distribution costs. 

Justification:  the State statute that prescribes the duties of County Historical Commission states that promotion of public awareness of county’s heritage is a key component of the historical commission’s mission.
Deliverables: booklets distributed to county libraries, historical associations, Bexar military bases

8. Bexar County History Symposium—
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Latimore	 $12,000 
Project Description:  In an effort to continue the valuable work of Bexar’s Tricentennial Symposium series 2016 to 2018, the CHC will offer a symposium that will highlight critical scholarship about the community’s past.
Justification: Texas Historical Commission directs that CHC appointees manage educational projects and events each year, as well as, provide tours of historic buildings and sites.
Deliverable: A day-long academic symposium for scholars, as well as the general public, that will focus on Bexar history. As in the past, web-based access and a video archive of presentations will make the symposium’s value last for years as a resource for understanding Bexar history.

9. Oral History Interviews, Transcription, and Archive	
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Latimore	 $6,000 
Project Description: Funding will cover expenses of student interns conducting oral histories with individuals whose life experiences may well have escaped the traditional avenues for recording experience such as books, articles, and news reports.The interview process results in audio recordings, and the project involves both interview transcription and data archive storage.

Justification:  Commission Bylaws require the Oral History Committee to preserve Bexar history via collection of interviews with Bexar residents. 
Deliverables: Digital records with potential archives at Bibliotech. One oral history project turned into a book-length biography in 2016, which highlights Bexar county heritage and culture. 

10. Real Places Texas Historical Commission $1,200	
Chairman’s Project Assignment: McKenzie (Reynolds)	 
Project Description: "The Texas Historical Commission’s Real Places” Conference in Austin in January of 2019 will be bringing together numerous historic preservation specialists and local historians and officials.  
Four of the principles involved in the Bexar County’s Historical GIS project in honor of the Tricentennial will showcase some of the content.   
Justification:  The program will bring statewide attention to Bexar County’s Tricentenial website and discuss some of the benefits and challenges when government agencies and universities choose to collaborate. 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE, TITLE 10., Subtitle B. Chapter 318., Subchapter A. County Historical Commission Sec. 318.0102.  Leadership And Training: “The commission should strive to be represented at informational or educational meetings sponsored by the Texas Historical Commission at least twice each year.”
Deliverables: The program will promote awareness of Bexar County Commissioners Court and its dedication to academic projects that highlight historical resources. Further, press acknowledgement as well as state-wide leadership of the ways that the many insights Geographic Information Systems can bring to local history.

11. HemisFair 68@Fifty   Businesses the Fair Made	Chairman’s Project Assignment: Rubio	 $2,000 
Project Description:  Production of a major historic meeting of the business leaders who initiated commercial enterprises during or just before 1968.  These businesses are now fifty years old and have employed thousands of workers in the county long after the closing of HemisFair.
Justification:  Awareness of Bexar’s past. Opportunity for the county to express appreciation to the fine business leaders who have made extensive contributions to the commercial life of the community over the last half century.
Deliverables: video tape of the conference will be available on web-based sites, will be archived at Bibliotech, and potentially broadcast by a local television or cable outlet.

		
12. Casa Navarro Scholarship	
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Rubio	 $1,500 
Project Description: Funding will continue the long-term support the County has offered  the Friends of Casa Navarro student scholarship program.  

Justification:  Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 318, directs CHCs to create countywide awareness and appreciation of historic preservation and its benefits and uses. 

Deliverables: Casa Navarro, students, and family members will acknowledge Bexar County’s participation in the event. Further, awareness of Bexar culture will increase.

13. Tenth Grade World Heritage Site Curricula $2,000
Chairman’s Project Assignment: Salvucci	 
Project Description: The goal is to raise awareness of the magnificent World Heritage Sites in Bexar County.  
Essay contest (including digital presentations) targeting Public, Private and Parochial School tenth graders who are taking World History especially Advanced Placement classes.  The contest will challenge students to connect these missions to other World History Sites.
Beautiful posters will announce the competition 
World history teachers may offer extracurricular writing workshops to help students prepare.  
Teachers will be interested because they want to improve their students’ writing skills, since this is usually the first AP test that they take.  
Students and their parents might bite because by 10th grade, they are starting to think about beefing up their resumes for college applications.  
Cash prizes will be modest, but present them in a ceremony that would give BCHC and the sites great publicity.  
Potentially Bexar County Historical Commission will partner with the National Park Service or the San Antonio Conservation Society 
Justification: 
Texas Historical Commission “
Goal 5: Learn and Experience History through Place –– Texas residents and guests of all ages learn and experience the state’s diverse history through formal education, recreation, and everyday interactions with historic places.”
 Texas Local Government Code, Chapter 318, directs CHCs to create countywide awareness and appreciation of historic preservation and its benefits and uses. 
Texas Historical Commission directs that CHC appointees manage educational projects and events each year, as well as, provide tours of historic buildings and sites. 

Deliverables: Curricula will promote awareness of Bexar County’s dedication to promoting understanding of the Spanish Colonial past and especially the UNESCO World Heritage Site inscription.  Educators, students, parents, and family will grow to appreciate the remarkable achievement the World Heritage Sites represent both for the colonial past and the establishment of the initial institutions of Bexar, but for the 21st century community-wide effort led by Commissioners Court to bring about the recognition.


