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I N D E X

The brother-in-law of a for-
mer governor of the northern
Mexican state of Tamaulipas
has been indicted on charges
he helped the ex-politician
launder bribe money in Texas.

Oscar Gomez Guerra, 43,
was indicted by a federal
grand jury in Corpus Christi
on charges of conspiring to
launder monetary instruments
and aiding and abetting the
operation of an unlicensed
money transmitting business,
Kenneth Magidson, U.S. attor-
ney for the Southern District
of Texas, said Friday.

Gomez is married to the sis-
ter of former Tamaulipas Gov.
Eugenio Hernández Flores,
who served from 2005 to
2010.

Gomez, who’s currently a fu-
gitive, said in a statement sent
to Mexican media that his
properties in the U.S. were
bought with the proceeds of
his Mexican business.

He said U.S. authorities nev-

Mexican
politico’s
relative
charged
By Guillermo Contreras 
and Jason Buch
STAFF WRITERS

Charged continues on A6

COAHUILA
CONNECTION
CC
CC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

ExpressNews.com
Go online for a gripping series
on cross-border crime.

DALLAS — Three mattresses, linens, a suit-
case and clothing used by Thomas Eric Duncan,
the man who contracted Ebola and flew from
Liberia to the United States, were removed Fri-
day from the apartment where they were left for
five days.

Meanwhile in Washington, two hospitals an-
nounced they each had admitted a patient with
symptoms and a travel history that suggested
Ebola exposure, but neither patient was con-
firmed with the disease.

The Dallas hazardous materials crews began
removing the items in large waste drums Friday
afternoon as the family Duncan had traveled
from Liberia to visit waited in another room.

Its members later were removed from the
apartment and transferred to a private residence
in Dallas County.

“They are in good spirits,” Dallas County Fire
Marshall Robert Delossantos said.

Hazmat crew cleans out 
Ebola patient’s lodgings

LM Otero / Associated Press

A young person looks out the window of an apartment where a man infected with the Ebola virus had been staying in Dallas.
This individual and other members of the family have been placed in isolation.

Belongings collected
from Dallas apartment
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materials
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The former Liberty Bar has
lost its trademark tilt.

A contractor working for de-
veloper Silver Ventures has
used cables the past month to
stabilize the building after
structural engineers said it was
in danger of collapsing.

The process of slowly tight-
ening the cables here and there,
however, appears to have re-
moved some of the building’s
lean — and a good deal of its
charm. 

“There is no design at work
right now,” Pearl spokeswoman
Elizabeth Fauerso said. “It’s
literally — what do we need to
do to stabilize this structure so
that it doesn’t collapse?”

Though it’s commonly
thought that the tilt was the re-
sult of the 1921 flood, Silver
Ventures, developer of the near-
by Pearl culinary district, says
the building’s skew resulted
from years of neglect by previ-
ous ownership.

The developer plans to fully
stabilize the building at 328 E. 

Lean times have ended at the old Liberty Bar
By Benjamin Olivo
STAFF WRITER
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The Liberty
Bar buil-
ding’s tilt 
to the east is
pronounced
in this view
from early
last year.
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Eight years into its 10-year
flood-control initiative, Bexar
County is whittling down its
long to-do list.

Most of the mega-projects are
completed, such as Olmos Dam
upgrades and bridge-building
over flood-prone creeks. 

Others are nearly finished,
like the $30 million Laddie
Place floodwater retention site
on the Northwest Side.

What’s left of the $500 mil-
lion construction fund will be
focused on smaller projects in-
cluding low water crossings,
road safety measures and creek
stabilizations.

“We’re going to finish the
shovel-ready projects and we’re
changing the emphasis to early-
warning systems on street
crossings,” Precinct 2 Commis-
sioner Paul Elizondo said Fri-

Anti-flood
projects
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day as he inspected the Laddie
Place construction site on Fre-
dericksburg Road.

Due for completion in De-
cember, Laddie Place is de-
signed to avert habitual flood-
ing between Fredericksburg
Road and the Woodlawn Lake
area. The dual-basin storm-wa-
ter facility will combine flood-
control features with recre-
ational amenities that should be
available next year when the
site becomes a city park.

To make way for the basins,
371,000 cubic yards of dirt had
to be removed.

When dry, the basins will
have soccer fields and walking
trails. During floods, water will
be retained before release into
the San Antonio River wa-
tershed. One of the basins has
already functioned as planned
during recent storms.

Named for a nearby street
and located on the site of the
former Northwest Shopping
Center, Laddie Place epitomizes
the county flood-control pro-
gram: It’s located in San Anto-
nio. The badly needed remedy
involved multiple political juris-
dictions. The project’s high cost

was beyond municipal re-
sources. And it improved on
previous anti-flood measures
that were overwhelmed in the
biggest storms.

Another dozen flood projects
currently are in play, several in
suburban areas.

Work commences this month
along Huebner Creek near Hol-
lyhock Drive in the Whisper
Creek subdivision. 

A December start is slated
for work on two low water
crossings on Casias Road near
South Foster Road. In January,
construction starts on low wa-
ter crossings along Knoll Creek
at Classen and Jung roads and
at North Verde Road low water
crossing.

County officials outlined the
newest projects last week at
Commissioners Court, as part
of a review of the long-term
program. Officials said the
county has planned, started or
finished 80 projects totaling
$492 million. Funding the pro-
gram with flood-tax proceeds
was approved by commission-
ers in 2007.

Completed projects include
the rehabilitation of Olmos
Dam, new crossings on Shep-
herd, Evans and Ingram roads,
drainage upgrades at St. Mary’s
University and installation of a

countywide high water alert
system with railroad-style
crossing gates at some problem-
prone sites.

Perhaps the most controver-
sial pending project is a plan to
upgrade San Pedro Creek,
which runs through downtown. 

Its proposed cost of $175 mil-
lion, most of it coming from the
county, has turned into a politi-
cal issue, with County Judge
Nelson Wolff in favor and his
GOP opponent Carlton Soules
against it. 

Ten proposed projects were
not recommended for construc-
tion. The remaining 70 include
19 completed projects, 10 under
construction and 31 in the de-
sign phase.

“Over the last several years,
these projects have declined in
design and increased in con-
struction,” said county Engi-
neer Renee Green.

Some of the 10 works in pro-
gress are well known to neigh-
bors and motorists. Traffic-dis-
rupting drainage work on San
Pedro Avenue in the Monte
Vista area and on VFW Boule-
vard are due for completion
early next year.

Also under construction and
due for completion in the next
several months are the Henze
Road low water crossing and

other projects on Huebner
Creek and Rosillo Creek, but
work on Rock Creek won’t

wrap up until 2016.

jgonzalez@express-news.
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The $30 million Laddie Place floodwater retention site on the
Northwest Side is nearly completed. It’s named for a nearby
street and located on the site of an old shopping center.
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Josephine St. and likely re-
opened it as a restaurant some-
time in 2016.

Most recently, the two-story
wood structure was home to
Minnie’s Tavern & Rye House, a
restaurant by prominent local
chef Andrew Weissman.

Jeffrey Fetzer, a preservation
architect and a consultant for
Silver Ventures, said cables
were placed about a month ago,
and that they have been tight-
ened slowly to alleviate stress
on the structure.

A one-story addition south of
the building and exterior add-
ons to the kitchen and bath-
rooms — none of which was
part of the original structure —
have been removed.

“They were actually keeping
us from stabilizing the building

because they were holding it
rigid and not letting the build-
ing flex like it needs to,” Fetzer
said.

Fauerso said the city’s office
of historic preservation signed
off on the project.

“They are aware of what we
are doing in terms of the stabi-
lization process and under-
stands that that is a necessity,”
Fauerso said. 

The city’s historic preserva-

tion officer, Shanon Shea Miller,
did not respond to requests for
an interview.

In May, Silver Ventures ap-
proached the Historic and De-
sign Review Commission with
a plan to move the building to
the Pearl, but the request was
denied.

During the deliberations, Bill
Shown of Silver Ventures told
commissioners that historical
photos proved that, while the

flood may have caused the orig-
inal lean, the tilt has become
more pronounced over the
years because of neglect.

At the time, Commissioner
Michael Guarino argued that
even though the building is not
designated a local landmark,
the building’s history cannot be
ignored.

Fritz Boehler built the struc-
ture in 1890 as a general store
and saloon, notes Courtney
King, Boehler’s great-great-
granddaughter. The upper
floors later would serve as
boarding for workers at the
Pearl Brewery. Fritz was a
brewmaster at the brewery, and
it became a hangout for work-
ers.

It eventually served as a beer
garden. 

From the 1980s to 2010, local
restaurant owner Dwight Ho-
bart leased it for the Liberty
Bar. He renovated the building,

with upgrades including win-
dow and door restoration and
the addition of an elevator.

In 2003, Hobart hired Bless
Foundation Repair to replace
most of the building’s pier-and-
beam foundation, San Antonio
Express-News archives show.

Boehler’s family took a crack
at the building by opening
Boehler’s Bar & Grille. In 2012,
it was sold to Weissman and
his business partner for Min-
nie’s.

Debbie King, Courtney’s
mother and Boehler’s great
granddaughter, fought Silver
Ventures when it was trying to
move the building, but now
supports its restoration efforts.

The Pearl has “the money to
take care of the building,” King
said. “I have to look at it like
that’s my main concern, that
the legacy lives on for years.”

bolivo@express-news.net

LIBERTY
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The building
that once
housed the
Liberty Bar
now is
anchored by
two massive
blocks of
concrete as
renovations
proceed.
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