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JANUARY 8, 2018 MINUTES—BEXAR COUNTY HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
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Amy M. Porter, Ph.D.
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Francis X. Galan, Ph.D.
Mickey Killian
Clinton McKenzie
Corky Rubio 
Tim Draves

Members Unable to Attend 
Carey Latimore, Ph.D. 
Francine Rowden
Linda Salvucci, Ph.D.
Mario Salas

Associate Members Present 
Brother Edward Loch
Scott Baird, Ph.D.
Gary Houston
Frank Faulkner
Brian McBeth

Associate Members Unable to Attend 
Jose G. Jimenez

Guests:
Jack Reynolds, Ph.D. UTSA GIS project
Lisa Finney, Marionist Archives
Harrison Axum
Cindy Axum

County Staff:
Betty Bueché, Bexar County Heritage Department
[bookmark: _Hlk493082702]Juliette Moke, Bexar County Heritage Department
David Carlson, Ph.D. Bexar Spanish Archives

CALL TO ORDER

The regular meeting of the Bexar County Historical Commission was held January 8, 2018, at the Paul Elizondo Tower Conference Room 204 with the Chair, Tim Draves, presiding. 


UTSA-GIS Bexar County Tri-centennial Project update – John Reynolds and Clinton McKinzie


Budget Motions: Approval of the allocation of funds in the following amounts for the following purposes:
A. Support student writing awards at the proposed May 2018 UTSA Undergrad History Symposium in the amount of $2400.00;
B. Support UTSA History Department presentation by Karl Jacoby, Ph.D., on his biography William Ellis: The Texas Slave Who Became a Mexican Millionaire” in the amount of $200.00;
C. Reimburse members and associate members of the Bexar County Historical Commission who travel to San Marcos, Texas on March 8, 9, or 10 to host the Bexar County Historical Commission exhibit table at the Texas State Historical Association Annual Meeting in San Marcos up to $65.00 per day travel;
D. Reimburse registration and travel expenses for two day THC Cemetery Workshop for one representative. total allocation of $498.00 comprised of registration ($35.00) hotel, ($190.00) mileage (330 miles at $.55= $182.00)  meals ($91.00).

Approval of Minutes: Motion to accept minutes of 4 December 2017 made by Porter, seconded by McKenzie. Approved.

Committee Reports: 
Texas Treasure Business Award Program – Mr. Rubio 
The THC sponsored award may be given to businesses that have been in the same family for fifty years of more. The local state senator must make the formal recommendation. Two previous local recipients are Bolner’s and Broadway Bank. A possibility nomination is a laundry. Mrs. Bueche suggested that notification of award approval should be made at a Commissioners’ meeting as a project of the Historical Commission. 

San Pedro Creek Project update – Dr. Baird
Flood control part is on schedule. However, art projects are behind schedule due to rising costs and slow work of artists. The work at the north beginning will be ready by 5 May. As many as 150 local artists are on a standby list for San Pedro projects.

Statement on the Villa de Béjar —Dr. Almaraz (Addendum Attached)

Arciniega Trademark – Dr. Almaraz
Dr. Almaraz is scheduled to testify in court in regard to the case. Mr. Draves proposed a motion stating that by testifying Dr. Almaraz was also speaking for the Bexar County Historical Commission. Approved.






The meeting adjourned at 1:42 PM.




Addendum

MEMORAN D UM
TO: The Bexar County Historical Commission
FROM: Dr. Felix D. Almaraz, Jr., Borderlands Historian
SUBJECT: Protecting Bexar County from Inaccurate Historical Assertions regarding "Villa de Bejar"
DATE: Monday, January 8, 2018
 
In light of the debacle that toppled the ambitious, inaccurate Tricentennial Observance of the City of San Antonio, Bexar County is the last bastion of accurate history that needs to be safeguarded from two recent inaccurate claims about San Pedro Creek being the location of an incorrect, non-existent "Villa de Béjar" associated with the foundation of Presidio San Antonio de Bexar in 1718 and 1719.
Two sources are cited as justification for the inaccurate assertion: A website entitled "San Antonio Missions," promoted by the National Park Service and an essay, by Cynthia Leal Massey entitled "Helotes Celebrates San Antonio's Tricentennial."
Since 1976, I have researched, studied, and composed essays about Franciscan missions in Coahuila, Texas, and New Mexico. I have also researched archival Missions, Presidios, and Provinces in the Franciscan Archives at the Academy of American Franciscan History in Potomac, Maryland; the Archivo General de la Nacion and the Franciscan Archives the National Library in Mexico City; and in state and local records in Saltillo, Monclova, and Villa Guerrero, Coahuila; the Bexar Archives at UT-Austin; and more recently in the Herbert E. Bolton Papers at the Bancroft Library, University of California at Berkeley.
The Laws of Indies distinctly separated the spheres of governance between Missions, Presidios, Provinces, and Municipalities. The latter category, governing Villas, reserved the rite of authorization to the reigning monarch of Spain and to his alter-ego in Mexico City, Lima, Bogota, and Buenos Aires, the Viceroy of the respective Spanish territory in the Americas. In the case of Martin de Alarcon, two commissions defined his objectives in Coahuila and Texas. He was appointed Governor of Coahuila and Governor of Texas. The first commission directed him to investigate the Ramon family of Monclova and San Juan Bautista of negligence in frontier defense viz-a-viz French interlopers and smugglers in Louisiana infiltrating the territory of Spanish Texas. The Gubernatorial commission for Texas defined three objectives to Martin de Alarcon: (1) to represent the Crown of Spain in the transfer of Mission San Francisco Solano to the San Pedro-San Antonio watershed and the inauguration of a renamed Mission San Antonio de Valero; (2) to establish a Presidio (designated San Antonio de Bexar) adjacent to the watershed; and (3) to escort a supply caravan to east Texas and, in the process, to reinforce Spanish defenses in the piney woods. (Before leaving east Texas in 1719, Alarcon resigned his governorship when Viceroy Marques de Valero denied his request for additional presidial soldiers. A question remains: How firm was his commitment to serve as a frontier leader?)
The genesis of the inaccuracy originated in the translation and interpretation of a Diary of the Alarcon Expedition into Texas, by Fray Francisco Celiz, who was a loyal partisan of the Governor, by Fritz Leo Hoffman, who obtained a copy of the Diary, from General Alessia Vito Robles. In his introductory essay, Hoffman inserted the inaccuracy about the "Villa de Béjar" in the monograph published by the Quivira Society of Los Angeles, California. That inaccuracy has been perpetuated by indiscriminating writers, such as Leal Massey and careerists in the National Park Service. Specifically, Leal Massey compounded the myth by asserting that Martin de Alarcon was "Governor of Coahuila y Texas," and in that capacity attached a "Villa de Béjar" to Presidio San Antonio de Bexar. In 1719, successor Governor of Texas Marques de Aguayo ordered the relocation of Presidio de Bexar from the gran chaparral along the Arroyo del Cibolo to the east bank of the Arroyo San Pedro, where it is situated today. The inaccuracy of "Villa de Béjar" should be expunged from the nomenclature Presidio San Antonio de Bexar in the interpretative plaques for the renovation of San Pedro Creek.
A final clarification: In 1716, Captain Domingo Ramon, observing the advice of Friars Antonio Olivares (who did not accompany the entrada) and Francisco Hidalgo, opted to rest at a paraje readily available on the west bank of the Arroyo San Pedro, named by Captain Pedro Aguirre, a member the Olivares-Hidalgo-Aguirre expedition of 1709. In the exploration and occupation of New Mexico in 1598, the terrain adjacent to the Rio Grande became replete with parajes situated between El Paso del Norte to Santa Fe. In contrast, the rivers and creeks in Texas were barriers to traverse, and the tradition of parajes was not deep-seated in the place-name geography as in New Mexico.
I am in the process of composing a lengthy essay about the Canary Islands legacy in Texas for a coffee-table anthology the City of San Antonio is editing for publication by Trinity University Press. After considerable reflection, I accepted the challenge to contribute a scholarly essay to safeguard Bexar County's prestige as the last bastion of historical integrity in the community.
The Park Service's website asserts that Mission San Antonio de Valero "apparently did not have a specific founding document for its site at San Pedro Springs." The document for its formal foundation is in the Baptismal Book Father Antonio Olivares commenced in 1703 with Mission San Francisco Solano at the Rio Grande. In the transfer of 1718, Fray Olivares inserted a new document of foundation in the pages of the baptismal entries of the most valuable document curated in the Catholic Archives of San Antonio. I am intimately familiar with the entries from 1703 to 1736, a point where I temporarily suspended my research to concentrate on the authentic observance of Bexar County's Tricentennial observance in 2018.
Respectfully submitted:
Felix D. Almaraz, Jr., Ph.D.

