
JUDGE CYNTHIA STEVENS KENT
Judge, 114th Judicial District Court, Smith County (1989 - Present)

Formerly Judge, County Court at Law #2 Smith County 1984-1988

Practicing Attorney (1977-1984)
University of Houston (Bachelor of Arts, 1975)

South Texas College of Law (Doctor of Jurisprudence, 1977) 

University of Nevada, Reno (Master of Judicial Studies, 1999)

Currently a student in the Ph.D. for Judicial Studies Program (University of Nevada-Reno). 

Member, Governor’s Criminal Justice Advisory Counsel

Member, Oversight Committee for Pattern Jury Charges - State Bar of Texas

Member, Texas Court of Criminal Appeals Education Committee

Member, National Judicial College Capital Bench book Committee

Chair, Texas Center for the Judiciary Capital Bench book Committee

Past-Chair of Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc. and Past-Chair, Judicial Section of the State Bar of Texas.  

Former Member: Board of Directors of State Bar of Texas (1998-1999)

Former Member Board of Directors of Texas Bar Foundation (1998-1999)

Former Member Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc. Board of Directors (1986-1988 1997-1999)

Fellow, Texas Bar Foundation (1998-1999)

Former Texas County Court at Law Judges Association Executive Board (1985-1989)

Smith County Bail Bond Board (1985-1988, 1989-present); 

Smith County Bar Association (1978 to present) 

Smith County Juvenile Board (1989 to present). 

Director for passage of Victim’s Rights Amendment for Northeast Texas

HONORS AND

AWARDS:
Smith County Young Lawyers Association, Outstanding Lawyer of the

Year - 1989-1990

Texas State M.A.D.D. Association Judge of the Year, 1989

Recipient of Smith County M.A.D.D. special acknowledgment award

1990

Nominee, Outstanding Women of America, 1986

Texas Son's of American Revolution - Law Enforcement Award, 1990

Tyler's Courageous Citizen's Award, 1990

Who's Who in American Law, 1991

Who's Who in Texas, 1985-1986

Who's Who in American Law, 1978

Who's Who in American Colleges and Universities, 1977

Texas College Real Men’s Week Special Award, 2001

St. George award, Boy Scouts of America, 2001

St John’s Lodge #53, “Community Builder” award, 2001

Tyler Junior College Criminal Justice Student’s Association, “Outstanding Leadership and Devotion to Criminal Justice System” award, 1993

Texas College “Women Changing the World” award, 2002



Current Faculty:  "Advanced Evidence," The National Judicial College (1992-2007); “Handling Capital Cases” The National Judicial College (1999, 2005, 2006); “Conducting the Trial” The National Judicial College (2004, 2006); “Fourth Amendment, Search and Seizure” The National Judicial College (2004) Texas Center for the Judiciary, Inc.'s College for New Judges (1986-1999); Texas Regional Judicial Conferences and Special Conferences (1986-2006); Texas Association for Court Administration Annual Conferences (1990-2002).  Course Director for numerous conferences on evidence, ethics, media and the courts, managing trial effectively, expert issues in trial, family violence, due process civil procedure, and handling capital cases in Texas and special speaker on handling capital and high profile cases for judges in Missouri, South Dakota, Kansas, and Military Judges at Maxwell Air Force Base.  Member; presented over 150 papers at various judicial, legal and educational seminars, conferences and schools.  Current Faculty Instructor on “Business Law” at Texas College, Tyler, Texas.

Author of Texas Benchbook for County Court at Law Judges (1986, 1987) and Co-Author of Texas Benchbook for District Judges (1989, 1990).  Author of THESIS:  “Daubert Readiness of Texas Judiciary:  A Study of The Qualifications, Experience, and Capacity of The Members of The Texas Judiciary to Determine The Admissibility of Expert Testimony Under The Daubert, Kelly, Robinson, And Havner Tests” - Texas Wesleyan Law Review, Fall 1999

Married 32 years to Don W. Kent, civil litigation defense attorney, and mother of three grown sons.  Member and speaker at may local, state, and national community groups and organizations.  Recipient of several community and professional honors and awards.

