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Reyes - August 27, 1785 8.5258

Very Rev. President, Fr. Augustin Falcon Mariano.

My venerable and esteemed Father, though I have written to your
Reverence in a letter brought to you by Miguel de la Garza, I will
g#i satisfy Your Reveremce by a report which you ask of me; but it
has been indispensable to anticipate this in a special way by the
events and circumstances; to have a sure road and the means by which
to pay the mail charges, it should be already in the hands of Your
Reverence, but it is not possible that all of the allownace should
go to extend to you many congratulations, etc. Priests of the Lord
bless the Lord, because the Lord is good, because his mexrcy en-
dures forever, as also so that Your Reverence and our holy College
double the efforts to be apostolic; for we have as in hand an
abundant harvets, which God our Lord without attending to mu
wickedness has deigned to give me.

The fact is that since I came to this Mission of Nacog-
doches, the Orcoquisas Indians have not stopped asking me with
importunity for a Mission, where I could be with them and the Span-
iards, because hhey are very sad and discouraged in not being
chrsitians and not knowing how to pray; they know they cannot be
saved because their waptain Calsones befoee he died told them many
good things and commanded them not to leave H# their land and never
cease to ask for a mission as long as the Indians are here, etc.

Their words have always beén rejected and distrusted be-
cause of the inconstancy of the Indians, since what moved them was
self interest in having something to eat and wear without consid-
eration that since they are thus the other nations are very annoy-

ing in asking a thousand times and much more in asking for food



Reyes - August 27, 1785 8.5258

Very Rev. President, Fr. Augustin Falcon Mariano.

My venerable and esteemed Father, though I have written to your
Reverence in a letter brought to you by Miguel de la Garza, I will
#A1l satisfy Your Reveremce by a report which you ask of me; but it
has been indispensable to anticipate this in a special way by the
events and circumstances; to have a sure road and the means by which
to pay the mail charges, it should be already in the hands of Your
Reverence, but it is not possible that all of the allownace should
go to extend to you many congratulations, etc. Priests of the Lord
bless the Lord, because the Lord is good, because his mercy en-
dures forever, as also so that Your Reverence and our holy College
double the efforts to be apostolic; for we have as in hand an
abundant harvets, which God our Lord without attending to mu
wickedness has deigned to give me.

The fact is that since I came to this Mission of Nacog-
doches, the Orcoquisas Indians have not stopped asking me with
importunity for a Mission, where I could be with them and the Span-
iards, because hhey are very sad and discouraged in not being
chrsitians and not knowing how to pray; they know they cannot be
saved because their waptain Calsones befoee he died told them many
good things and commanded them not to leave M# their land and never
cease to ask for a mission as long as the Indians are here, etc.

Their words have always beén rejected and distrusted be-
cause of the inconstancy of the Indians, since what moved them was
self interest in having something to eat and wear without consid-
eration that since they are thus the other nations are very annoy-

ing in asking a thousand times and much more in asking for food



but tese never have asked me not even when they were dying of
hunger until nothing was given in that if they annoyed me it is
in asking me for a mission when they came here asalso by sending
me many sins with the Spaniards who are wont to come here to the
ranches during the year.

Tired now of asking and since I paid no heed, on July 29,
of hhis year of 1785, ten most prominent Indians came and though
they came to receive the gifts which the King was pleased to give
to all nations, but not paying any attention to this, they entered
my cell and tld me that I should join the judge of the place, that
the Spaniards and French and the interpreter should assist, be-
cause they wanted me to talk so that all could hear; this was set
for the thurd day, so they requested; then then put before them the
treat to see, if talk was for asking for temporal things, and after
smoking the pipe as is custormary, I told them that they should
speak what was in their hearts; the chied as always spoke, asking
me gor a mission not only for his nation but for 52 Carancagmas
and 25 Cocos and Mayeyes, and that we well know how always they
wanted Spaniards and that never have they joined with any treabe
to do wrong to any one, that the Caracaguases were not of the bad
ones who go to San Antonio and Balla del Espiritu Santo to rob and
kill, and that often they wanted to go to the missions of San
Antonio but because there they thought there are bad Indians who
capture and whip them, and because of this fear they did not go
for they know ell that I am the Padre who does not whip the Indians

f-r this reason they ask me togeher with the Orcoquisas for a
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mission so that the Fathers baptize and teach them how to pray,
that the Orcoquisas and all live together in the plame of
Atoscosito near a very good water spring, because where they lived
before there were many flies and sancudos.

Then they gathered a bundle of sticks to indicate the
number of young and old is 75 Orcoquisas, 52 Carancaguases, 25
Cocos y Malleyes. Surely on seeing such a demonstration and love
and effort with which they sought the good of their souls, not even
the seculars could restrain their tears of tenderness and I like-
wise was touched and went to enclose myself in my cell all during
the day to desaogar el corazon por mis ojos, because I have had
no greater joy in all my life; they told me also that I would
feel this and that if not true I should leave them.

Joined to this that since the tribe of Vidaises Indians
are married and related to the Orcoquisas and during most of the
year live with them and since the year of 1784 they have not lefy
from here, because they killed 8 Taguayases, these will be about
100 souls, young and old; this also is very easy for them to
enter the mission and we have them in our hands so to speak and
their example will be good for them, since most of them are young
men and their leaders are all dead and the aged; this is the tribe
that I always tried to win over in as far as I could when they
they come to my cell.

From this Nacogdoches to the place where the Orcoguisas
live is a journey of 3 days and from there to Balla del Espiritu
Santo is another 3 day journey; the site is good as the many who

have seen it tell me; it has no equal for planting or raising
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cattle since it is moderate weather and most safe from enemies;
there are no flies or sancudo. I have not met any Indians of
better character nor more respecrful of the Padres nor more in-
clined to do good; that they are chosen is so evident that nog
doubt remains because proposing to them by the Governor of this
Presidio that the French should deal with them did not make a
case nor state since the other tribes have as their goal the
commerce and barter.

Other tribes have their dances in the plaza but these
do not but as soon as they asked for a mission the other day
they went and carried my sonbreero as an agreement and encourage-
ment; other tribes made a thousand annoyances but these not one.
I am like fire outside their center and not to detain me these
domestics of the faith now will be eating with them what they

eat and so my Padre Behold I send you but as soon as my Father

companion comes who is to take care of this place with the pre-
dumed permission of Your Reverence, there I will be with the
Indians in your presence for it is necessary for me to go. If
the efforts of the ministers acales should divert tjis, I shall
go with the Indians to the College and considering the good of
the Prelates I shall ask for alms from Xzacatecas to the Rio
grande to establish such a good mission. I say this beciaes if
perchance the leaders should think that expense arises to toyal
treasury and meanwhile arrange it I shall make a try of it for
one year and have another Religious who would be more agreeable
to the Prelates.

The Indians told me that they returned from here in a

little while and so Fr. President would Your Reverence consider
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that I am puzzled ? on being alone and you cannot persuade me
to divert my path that Fr. Companion is not to come under the
influence of the demon permitted by God to test my patience; what
I see 1is that with words of consolation and sweetness they have
refreshened me and what is worse is that I alone cannot fulfull
my ministry nor obligation of not having a companion often made
me regret of having come and seeing myself tempted to seek conso-
lation and what distresses me is the lack of hope of gaining what
at present I am feeling and that It be seen that God has heared
me Your Revernce with all the Fathers asking God that it be
seen what is for the greater honor and to enlighten heads to act
in the best manner and that he may give me the patience and
strength to do his divine will. May God keep Your Reverence -
Nacogdoches, August 27, 1785.

Very Rev. Fr. President, your humble and obedient subject
and serving Chaplain kisses yourhand

Fr. Jph Mariano Reyes - rubric

B L - April, 1975. See Southwestern Hist. Quarterly, April, '678.
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8. 5285
Fr. Jph. Mariano Reyes - Nacogdoches - August 27, 2785 ?

Informe del P. Reyes pa fundar Mission en el Atasconio del

Prcoquisa con otros papeles sobre este assunto.

MRPYPT® FT Augustin Falcon Mariano

Mi VO y estimado p€ y SY sin embargo de tener a VP escrito con
Miguel de la Garsa que satisfare a VP al informe que me pide pero
se ha se indispensable antisegar este en perticular por sus ocurr-
ensias y sircunstansias y a se#@fgd¥ el camino seguro y tener

medio con que costear un correo ya estaria en las manos de VR pero
no es posible que todo salga del sinodo pa decirle congratulamin
mucho etc., benedicite sacerdotes Domini Domino quonig bonus,
quonig in seculeg misercordia ejus como tambien pa que VP y nro
Santo Colegio dupliquen todo sto Apostolico selo pues tenemos como
en las manos una abundante mies que sin atenfler Dios nro st mis
maldades se ha dignado ofrecermela.

Es el caso que desde que llegue a esta Mis™ de Nacog-
doches no han sesado los Yndios Orcoquisas con importunidad de
pedir me Mission que me balla con ellos y los espaholes porque
viven mui tristes y desconsolados de que no son christianos ni
saben resar y conosen que no se pueden salvar porque su Capn
llamado calsones antes de morir les havia dicho muchas cosas
buenas y les mando que jamas se apartaran de su tierra y que no
dejaran de pedir Mis™ hasta aqui los Indios etc.

Cuyas palabras siempre las havia despresiado desconfiado

de la inconstancia de los Yndios por considerar los movia el puro
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interes de tener que comer y vestir, si no dejava de observar
que siendo assi que las denanaciones son mui molestos en pedir
mil molederas y mucho mas que comer pero estos nunca me han pedido
ni aun eso aunque se murieran de ambre asta que no se los dan en
lo que si me han molestado es en pedirme la Mis®™ quando han benido
a este lugar como tambien embiando me muchos pecados con los es-
panoles que suelen entre ano ir a sus rancherias.

Cansados ya de pedir y que no les he echo caso, el dia
29 de Julio de este de 85 binieron dies ¥Yndios de los mas princi-
pales y %unque vinieron a recivir el Regarlo que el Rey se ha dig-
nado dar a todas las naciones pero sin atender ellos a eso en-
traron en mi celda y me dijeron que me juntara con el jues del
lugar, que asistieran los espanoles Franseses y el interprete por-
que me querian hablar p? que todos oyeran hisose al tersero dia
como lo pedian pusieronles el regalo delante por ver si el hablar
era pa pedir cosa temporal y despues de fumada la pipa como acos-
tumbran se les dijo que hablaran lo que tenian en su corason en-
tonses el Capn de ellos hablo como siempre pidiendome la Mision
no solo por su Nacion sino de parte de 52 carancaguases y 25
Cocos y Mayeyes y que bien sabiamos como siempre han querido a
los espanoles y que jamas se han junyado con nasion alguna pa
haser mal a nadie, que estos Carancaguases no eran de aquellos
malos que ban a S™ Antonio y Balla del Espiritu Santo a robar
y matar y que muchas veses han querido iase alas Misiones de gh
Ant® pero porque alla piensan que son Yndios malos que los apresan
y queren asotar y por este miedo no ban que saben bien qo yO soy
p€ que no asoto a los ¥ndios por lo ge me piden junto con los

Orcoquisas la Mis" pa ge los baptisen los p* y los ensenen a resar
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que los Orcoquisas y juntosAge un ojo de agua mui buena porque \
donde vivian antes havia muchos moscos y sancudos.

Y thuego sacaronme un manojo de palitos que demonstrava
el numero de unos y otros con chico y grande es a saber 75 Orco-
quisas 52 ¢YA#d carancaguases 25 Cccos y Malleyes y siertamente
ge al ver tal demostraxion y el amor y connato con que piden el
bien de sus almas ni los seculares pudieran contener las lagrimas
de ternura y goso yo lo que hase fue exserrarme en mi celda todo
el dia a desaogar el corazon por mis ojos porque no he tenido dia
de mayor gosa en toda mi vida, digenonme mas, que fuera a experi-
mentarlo y que sino esa verdad ge los dejara.

Juntase a esto que vomo la Nacion delos Yndios Vidaises
estan casados y emparentados con los Orcoquisas y lo mas del ano
viven con ellos y desde el ano de 84 ? no se apartan de alli assi
porque mataron ocho taguayases, estos seran como sien almas chico
y grande congque tambien es mui facil ge entren ala mis” y los
tenemos como en las manos y el exemplo de aquellos los hara buenos
a estos, ge los mas son muchachos y ya se murieron todos los
cabesillas y biejos esta es nacion ge siempre he procurado obse-
quiar en lo que puedo hag;do bienen a mi celda.

De este Nacogdoches al sitio donde viken los Orcoquisas
hai tres daas de camino y de alli otros tres ala Balla del Es-
piritu Santo por camino bueno el sitio segun me han ponderado
quantos lo han visto no tiene semejante assi p? semillas como
p? criar ganados por que es templado y el mas seguro de enemigos
y no hai mosco ni sancudo los Yndios no he enconerado otros de

s . . .
mejor natural ni mas reberentes a los P ni mas inclinados alo
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bueno que sean estos eccogidos es tan claro que no queda sobre

que trepidan porque proponiendoles de parte del g Gobr de ese
Presidio ge las irian tratantes franseses no hisieron caso ni

contextaron siendo assi ge las demas naciones todo su fin es el
comersio y cambalache.

Las otras naciones hisieron sus bailes en la plasa
pero estos nada sino que luego que pidieron la mis™ otro dia se
fueron y se llebaron mi sombrero pa acordar se y consolarse los
otros pidieron mel molederas pero estos nada yo estoi momo el
fuego fuera de su sentro y ano detenerme estos domesticos dela
fe ya estaria con ellos comiendo loque ellos comen y assi P® mio

ecce ego mismo pero luego que benga el p€ companero que se quede

a cuidar de este lugar con la presumpta de VP alla me tiene con
los ¥ndios en su presencia pues se hase indispensable me? Ya y se
las providensias de los Ministros acales lo divirtieren ire con
los Yndios hasta el Colegio y teniendolo abien los Prelados pe-
dire una limosna desde sacatecas hasta el Rio grande pa fundar
tan linda Mis™ esto digo por si acaso los gefes las pareciere que
se hase gasto ala real hasienda y mientras lo disponen ire a
haser experiensia por un ano u otro Religioso ge fuere mas del
agrado de los Prelados.

Los Indios me digeron que de aqui a poco bolvian y assi
p€ pte considereme VP que atrojaflo me allare con verme solo y no
me puedo persuadir sino el divertir que no benga el P® CompO ev
audid del édemonio permitido de bios pa provar mi pasiensia y lo
ge veo es que con palabretas consolatorias y duKlsen me han
entretenido y lo peor es que yo solo no puedo cumplir con mi

ministerio ni oblig™ &1 no tener compafiero me hase  muchas
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ecce ego mismo pero luego gue benga el pe compafiero que se guede

a cuidar de este lugar con la presumpta de VP alla me tiene con
los Yndios en su presencia pues se hase indispensable me? Ya y se
las providensias de los Ministros acales lo divirtieren ire con
los ¥Yndios hasta el Colegio y teniendolo abien los Prelados pe-
dire una limosna desde sacatecas hasta el Rio grande pa fundar
tan linda Mis® esto digo por si acaso los gefes las pareciere que
se hase gasto ala real hasienda y mientras lo disponen ire a
haser experiensia por un afio u otro Religioso ge fuere mas del
agrado de los Prelados.

Los Indios me digeron que de agui a poco bolvian y assi
P® pte considereme VP que atrojaio me allare con verme solo y no
me puedo persuadir sino el divertir gque no benga el P® Comp° ev
audid del demonio permitido de bios p* provar mi pasiensia y lo
ge veo es gue con palabretas consolatorias y duklsen me han
entretenido y lo peor es gue yo solo no puedo cumplir con mi

ministerio ni oblign el no tener compafiero me hase muchas



veses areepentirme de haver benido y me he visto tentado de
pedir cohsuelo y lo que me detrexe es nomas la esperanza
de lograr lo que ala presente estoi palpando y para se ge bios
me ha oido VP con todos lo% PP pidan le a bios g sea lo que fuere
de mayor honra y alas cabezas le alumbre p® disponer lo mejor
y que ami me de mas paciensia y foetalesa pa haser su divina
voluntad. Dios g€ a VP m a Nacogdoches 27 de Agosto de ¢ 1785.
MR P€ p pte
BLM de VP su rebt® y obt® sub. N° Serv Cap®

Fr Jph Mariano Reyes - rubrica
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