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Carta informe del P.Prest.:e Fr. Bent® a1 st Virrey, pretende la

'

conv® delos Apaches y Pandes. - Sept. 7, 1745 3.2298
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Recivi la carta de V.Ex?/één la mayor estimacion, que puedg‘y
debo; y haciendome cargo del al catholica voluntad del Rey N.SOT

y de V.Ex? que se me intima, no puedo menos que repetir ésta, por
tener hecha ya lisya de;os Yndios, que inquietan las Provincias
internas; y son dela nacion Natage, inclusos los Mescaleres, y
S8alinesos, el corto numero de cien Yndios guerreros, y son estos
los que principalmente asaltan el camino del nuevo Mexico desde el
Cerro gordo; los Ypandis son ciento y sesenta y seis,y es suya

la frontera delas Provincias de Coaguila, y Texas, y quantos mas
ay que puedan pertenecer a estos ya por ser dela misma lengua o por
otra alguna amistad, no llegan al dicho numero de los ¥pandis, ¥y
Natages; y es cierto, por dicho de otros cautivos, y delos mismos
Apaches de que solo los Ypandis, y Natages hacen guerra a los Es-
panoles: todo lo que es evidencia, por la entrada, que han inten-
tado al Presidio, en el dia treinta de Junio; no passando, para
una funcion tan empenosa, de trescientas, y cinquenta aimas, in-
clusas muchas mugeres, y nifios y los auxiliares de naciones bien
remotas. Todo lo que me fue precisso insinuar a ¢ V.Ex2 para que

no se piensen imposibles los medios, para conquistar tan corto

1

numero de Yndios, que causan excesivos gastos ala R~ hacienda.

Los Ypandis, que es la porcion mas considerable desde el

tiempo del Ex1C gQf Duque dela Conquista tienen seriemente pedido



Mision en su pays; delo que me parecid conveniemte darle
palabra en nombre del Rey N.S. y del Principe, que governava;
y como no tuviesse yo respuesta dela tal pretension, huvieron de
juzgar el que yo no les cumplia palabra, prosiguiendo en sus en-
tradas, que antes muchos mestuvieron suspensas. De presente, ﬁva
por tercera vez, piden tambien Miss?n en donde quiera que se la
pongan: y aun dado caso, que no tuvieran tal animo, no ay ocassion
mas propria, para entraharse en su pays, haciendo pie con la pressa,
y otros que vendran de paz, g no seran pocos; los que viendo a
sus hijos, y mugeres Ranchados con el P. Missionero, y alg? Pre-
sidb, estan precissados ya a no tomar las armas: y sﬂno dudara de

s
su incostancia, por la envejecida costumbre de hurtar caballos, sin
Presidio alguno redugera a Miss®® a los tales Ipandis; y lo huviera
ya hecho, sino tuviera practico conocimiento, que los Indios mas
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dociles son ve%}dosos en los primeros anos de su convers.

y es pre-
cisso con algun respecto militar, para contenerlos.

Por una memoria, que tengo remitido al S¥ Conde de S.
Pedro, la que no tuvo efecto, por respaldarse cierta libranza, que
le remitia, puede informarse V.Ex? qual sea el destino dela poco
gque producen el sudor de estos Indios, dedicandolo por la mayor
parte al culto divino; para impedir de este modo de gasto dela

R% haciendo, no solo en la fabrica delos templos, sino tambien en

s 2 — on
los ornamentos, y otras alajas, que precissan para la administrac:
ddlos gkos Sacramentos; delo que no haciendose cargo los Apoderados

del algunos Presidios, con el vano pretexto, que los Capitanes les

estan debiendo, no pagan libranzas, o las quieren reducir a generos



con sobrado dispendio delos acreedores y viene a suceder, dque

los soldados son pagados con los generos de algunos particulares
y los sueldos los percive el aviado;, delo g suplico a V.Ex? el
remedio, que conviene al rl servicio, y pueble muy necessario de

a

e que el apoderado, que sea de esta Prov${ o predidio, se

esta Prov.
intrese solo en lo regular de los demas aviadores.

Es quanto tengo, que decir a V. Ex? cuya vida prospere

el Altisimo en entera felicidad much® y felices a® que suplico al
ST en esta Miss®™ de N s2 dela Concep? de Acuna, y septiem§ 7
del 1745.

BLP del V Ex_ su Cap? y siervo g mas le venera

' a
fr. Benito fernandez de St Ana - rubrica
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Letter of information of Father President Benito to the viceroy,
~giving information on the Apaches and the Ypandis assembling

together - Sept. 7, 1745

Most Excelleht Lord:

I received the letter of Your Excellency with
all the appreciation that I can give and is due. Minfdul of the
Catholic Will of bhe King our Lord and of Your Excellency, and I
am conscious of it, I can do mo less than repwat (my sentiments),
since I have already made a list of the Indians who disturb the
interior Provinces. They are of the Natage Nations including the
Mgscaleros and Salineros, a small number of a hundred warlike In-
alans These are the ones who attack mainly the road to New Mexico
from Sierro Gordos. The Ypandis are 166 and their frontier is that
of Coaguila and Texas, and any others who may belong to these In-
dians, being of the same language or for some other bond of friend-
ship., These do not equal in number the Ypandis and Natages. It is
true as reported by other captives abhd by the same Apaches that
only the Ypandis and Apaches make war on the Spaniards. All this
is evident from the attempted attack oh the Presidio on June 30.
In this daring attempt there were no more than 350 Indians, includ-
ing many women and children and their allies from remote tribes.
All this impelled me to inform Your Excellency so that the necess-—
ary means to overcome such a small number of Indians may not be
thought to be impossible, who cause such heavy expense to the

royal #reasury.



The Ypandis,who make up the largest portion, since the
beginning of the activity during the reign of the Most Excellent
Duke of the Conquest, have seriously asked for a mission in their
land. In view of this it seemed to me to be appropriate to give
approval in the name of the King, our Lord, and Prince who governed.
In view of the fact that I have not received an answer to the pro-
posal, I fear the Indians might think that I would not carry out
my word, and so they continued on with their forays, which had been
suspended previously for a long time. For the present and this for
the third time, they asked for a mission wherever it may be placed,
and even in view of the fact that they may not have the right in-
tention, there is no better time to enter their land, bringing the
captives and many friends who on seeing their children and women
living peacefully with the missionary and protected by a fort, are
already disposed not to take up arms. And if there were no fear of
~their indecision because of their old habit of stealing horses,
these Ypandis would be brought back to the mission without a fort.
I would have acted already if I did not have previous experience of
the fact that the most docile Indians are the most fickle in the
first years of tkeir conversion. To subdue them it is necessary
to instiill in them some respect fpr the military.

By means of a report which I have sent to the Conde de San
Pedro and from which came no results necause there was no guarantee
of a certain bill I sent him, Your Excellency can come to know
the small results of the work of the Indians, since most of the
effort goes to holding divine services. This prevents expenses to
the royal treasury not only for building churches but also for

buying vestemenst and other furnishings which are needed for the



administration of the holy Sacraments. Those in charge of some of
the presidios do not make themselves responsible giving the weak
excuse that the Captains in debt themselves cannot pay their debts,
or they want to diminich them because of the excessive spending on
the part of the creditors. So it happens that the soldiers are paid
with goods belonging to others and the salaries are received by the
provider. For this situation I ask for a remedy from Your Excellency,
which pertains to the royal service and the town, very necessary
for this Province, so that the agent who may be from this Province
and presidio be involved only in matters pertaining to the other
providers.

This is all I have to say to Your Excellency. May the
Most High grant you a prosperous life and full happiness for many
and happy years. Mission of Nuestra Senora dela Concepcion de Acuia,
September 7, 1745.

Kissing the feet of Your Excellency, esteemed by your

Chaplain
CAPYAIA and servant

fr., Benito fernandez de sta Ana - rubric



